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Gonzalez majority in 
balance 


Madrid (R> - a 
annulled Monday (be 
an 

tuency on die Moroccan 
endangering Prime 


cotut 
of 


ity m parliament. Gonnla's 
Socialist Workers Pony (PSOE) 
won a 176.174 majority la partia> 
mem’s Lower Howe last Octo- 
ber, bat Spam’s constitutional 
court has once had to rote on 
alleged ^regularities in the poB. 
In its xvBag on Monday the coart 
ordered the election to be repe- 
ated in Melina, an enclave on (be 
northern Moroccan coast, whose 
only seat in parliament's lower 
house was originally att r ibute d to 
the PSOE. 

Mongolian 
opposition seeks 
elections 

ULAN BATOR (R) — A newly 
formed Mongolian opposition 
party said Monday it him asked 
for muhj-paxty elections in dx 
next few months and planned to 
run against the ruling Gunomma 
Party. Googotjavin BoiMjgt,. a 
leader of the new Mongolian 
Democratic Party (MDP), said 
die group bad asked the govern- 
ment to allow the country's first 
multi-party nationwide elections 
in the first half of tins year but 
had not yet received a reply. 
“The new party is gping to mo m 
elections against people of the 
existing government, be told a 
news conference. 

Fortner Greek 
minister held 

ATHENS (R) — A Greek 
crate ordered former 
Alternate Economy Minister 
Nikos Athanasopoolos to be de- 
tained Mohiday pfcritimg ffiSJ on 
charges of oomiptkra, a court 
spokesman said. Athamscmoulas 
is the first member of the former 
Socialist government to be 
ordered detained pending trial 
Six ministers, incmdmg former 
Prime Minister Andreas Papan- 
dreou , have been ordered by 
parliament to stand trial on 
charges stemming from scandals 
that took place during Socialist 
rule from 1981 to 1989. * 

Former Swiss 
minister on trial 

LAUSANNE (AP) — Fanner 
Justice Minister Elisabeth Kopp, 
who had been Switzerland's oauy 
woman cabinet muncter, went on 
trial Monday on charge* she iBe- 
galiy tipped her husband about a 
drag money probe. In the first 
c rimin al case a ga ins t a govern- 
meat wimkwr in Swiss history, 
Kopp is accused of breaking offi- 
cial secrets laws in the case. Also 
dunged are her former personal 
assistant and another miwfrtiy 
aide. Kopp, 53, has denied any 
illegal ' 
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Former Hungarian 
minister asked to 
quit luxury home 

BUDAPEST (R) — A former 
deputy prime acc mo d ^ 

providing massage rooms and 
other pleasure for top officials at 
state expense was ordered by the 
government on Monday toqnit 
his loxnry Budapest home. 
General Lajos Crinege, 85, who 
retired from the army last 
November after allegations 
against him a ppea red in a book 
by a fellow officer, ms told he 
must move mto an ap artment less 
than one sixth the size of his 
present, official quarters, Hun- 
gary’s state news agency MTT 
reported. 

Abducted Sri Lankan 
journalist found 
dead 

COLOMBO (R) — The body of 
8 Sri Lankan journalist abducted 
Sunday has beat found in a beach 
outside Colombo. Police said on 
Monday the body, of Richard de 
tire editor of Eiaope and 
correspondent of the 
Rome-based Interpress Service 
(IPS), was found atMoratuwa, 16 
kilometres south of Colombo. 
“He had been shot m the neck 
add. head" and. thrown into. the 
sea, a police spokesman said. De 
Zoysa, a Sri Lankan, was grab- 
bed from Ins home in a Colombo 
suburb cariy Sunday by six gun- 
men dressed injxjSce and amy 
uni form s . Fhnny mem b en said 
they s usp ected me gunmen were 
members of tbe security forces. 



Sheikh Jaber urges Arabs to 
review ties wit h superpowers 

King lauds Kuwaiti bid 
to achieve unified stand 


AMMAN (Agencies) — His Majesty King Hussein 
received at the Ai Nadwa Palace Monday Kuwait’s 
Forriga MUfter Skftb Sabah AI Ahmad Al Sabah 
who conveyed to the King a message and greetings 
from the Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmad 
AI Sflhah- 

Th c Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said (hat (be meeting stressed 
the need for marntaBnng eoor- 

ritutioii md conftulti&oti i mAPfl 

Arab le ad ers hip s at (be highest 
possible level in the tight of the 
cement d evefo pB reat siothe Arab 
aad refrrnshnnri arenas ad their 
impact on the Arab nation and its 
future. 

The King asked that his greet- 
ing be conveyed to tire Emir of 
Kuwait 

Jordan, the King added, “high* 

Jy appreciates Kuwait's role in 
eahandfig inter-Arab consul ta- 
tkxa to reach a unified Arab 
stand vis-a-vis various develop- 


Present at the meeting, which 
also included a luncheon, were 


Hit Royal Highness Crown 
P rin c e Hassan, Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran, Qnef of the 
Royal Court Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and other officials. 

Sheikh Sabah Monday urged 
Arab states to review their tics 
with (he superpowers and East- 
ern Europe because of the exodus 
of Sonet Jews to Israel. 

“Arabs have to re-evaluate 
their relations with the United 
States, the Soviet Union and 
countries of Eastern Europe in 
light of the emigration of Soviet 
Jews to the occupied territories,” 
he said in a statement to Petra 
upon arrival in Amman Monday. 

“This immigration is dangerons 
not only for Jordan but for all the 
Arab World,” Sheikh Sabah said. 


Israel expects about half-a-mfl- 
fion Soviet Jewes to immigrate 
over the next few years, rasing 
Arab fears that many will be 
settled in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Jordan, regarded by right-wing 
Israelis as the Palestinian home- 
land, fears increased Jewish set- 
tlement in the West Bank could 
drive Palestinians into its terri- 
tory. 

Moscow has said it can do 
nothing to halt the exodus of 
Jews, who are heading to Israel in 
greater numbers because of new 
U.S. immigration quotas. 

Sheikh Sabah also said Kuwait 
was looking for an appropriate 
formula to reinstate tire parlia- 
ment which was suspended four 
years ago at the height of the Gulf 


“We are about to begin sear- 
for a formula that suits our 
country and people in order to 
resume parliamentary life but we 
will team lessons from previous 
experience,” he told Petra. 


Jordanian activists warn U.S. 
against alliance with Israel 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — A group of Jorda- 
aho political ac t rod Monday 
"Warned uu at its 

“strategic alliance” wftb Israel 
which they said had cleared the 
way for mass Soviet Jewish 
iam j g ati oe to Palestine and 
vowed that the Arab 


means to 




every ai 
this new aggres- 


The warning came in a 
memorandum signed by 500 
Jordanians and mtfrnini*d to 
tire American amb as sad or to 
Jordan, Rosooe Soddarlh, at a 
75-mmute meeting held at the 
ambassador's residence in 
Amman. 

The strongly-worded 
memorandum, addressed to 
U.S. President George Bush, 
said the massive influx of 
Soviet Jews to Israel was a 
threat to the security and sta- 
bility of the Arab World and 
pointed out that it was the U.S. 
which constantly masted on 
jndmfiug the issue of Soviet 
Jewish emigration in any top- 
level talks with the Soviet Un- 
ion under the slogan “human 
lights” and paved the way for 
mass Soviet Jewish enngratiou. 

The memorandum ques- 
tioned why the same human 
rights were, not applicable to 
tne Palestinian people, “who 
are being- subjected to Zionist 
oppression, -threat of evic- 
tion... massacres... aggression, 
and injustice** and pointed out 
that Soviet Jews were not vic- 
tims of any such measures. 

It lamented that. American 
political decisions were influ- 
enced by the “military, indust- 
rial and financial complex... 
and interests... at the expense 
of moral principles.*” 

“We know of die rede the 
Zionist lobby and pressure 
force s in Gangcras, the media 


and culture and of American 
money in con tinned support 
for tiie Zionist entity whose fist 
did not loosen Hs grip on Ac' 
sword, since hs creation,” it 
arid. 

"But we still hope that the 
American political decision 
concerning the Aiab-Israeli 
conflict wifi be freed from the 
Zionist grip and that your 
country will be freed from the 
strategic alliance (with Israel), 
an affiance which is directly 
agafrgt us and which supports 
tne forces of Zionist extrem- 
ism, domination, occupation, 
war and expansion,” it added. 

It said the 26-month-old 
Palestinian uprising in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 

■ “a 




tor human rights, freedom and 
independence.” 

It reaffirmed that any Jewish 
influx to Israel constituted a 
threat to the security and sta- 
bility of die Arab World and 

vowed that “our nation, whose 
■ 



and whose people 
has vast talents and potentials, 
will employ all *"«»»« available 
to it to fight tins new aggres- 
sion.” 

“We appeal to you and your 
-people that your country's in- 
ternational relations and rela- 
tions with governments and 
people be based firmly on mor- 
als, conscience and hnmnn 
rights, and the security and 
stability of all people and not 
on vested interests,” it said. 

The memorandum submit- 
ted to the American ambassa- 
dor Monday was the latest in a 
series of protests sweeping the 
Arab World in the fare of the 
possibility that the bulk of the 
Soviet Jewish immigrant s to 
Israel would be settled in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, raising the prospect of a 
mass eviction of tire Palesti- 
nian people living them. 


Although definite statist 
tics are available, reports from 
Israel, activists and indepen- 
dent observers indicate that 
then is a sreadystem of Spyfet 
Jews flowing into the occupied 
territories. Israel has said that 
it expects 300,000 to 500,000 
Sonet Jews to arrive in tire 
next three years and Soviet 
reports say that about one 
million Soviet Jews have ap- 
plied to emigrate. 

Following the delivery of the 
memorandum, the 
held talks with the ami 
dor. According to Dr. Huda 
Fakhowy, one of the delega- 
tion members, the ambassador 
reiterated known American 
positions on the issue of Soviet 
Jewish immigration. 

The ambassador reaffirmed 
that tire U.S. administration 
“wffl oppose any assistance (to 
Israel) which can be used to 
fond tire absorption of (Soviet 
Jewish) immigrants in the 
occupied territories, including 
East Jernsalem,r said Dr. 
Fakbonry, an unsuccessful 
candidate in the Nov. 8 general 


Ambassador Suddarth also' 
raised the possibility that the 
number of Soviet immigrants 
taken in by tire U.S. during 
fiscal year 1989-1990 could go 
up to 100,000. He explained 
mat the quota was set at 
50,000, another 20,000 were 
being admitted under a 
“parole and immigration” 
programme and legislation was 
planned to increase by up to 
30,000 the number of Soviets 
the U.S. will take in annually, 
according to Dr. Fakhouiy. 

The delegation was beaded 
by Dr. Abdul Rahman 
Snufcyr and included, apart 
from Dr. Fakhoury, Ziad 
Matarneh, Mohammad 
Daoudia, Samir WahaAnrfi, 
Samir Kbirfan and Sami Al 
Mosaxweh. 
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Soviet Jews’ freedom cannot be 
at Palestinian expense — Thatcher 


AMMAN (XT.) — The fbl- 
zs an extract from a 
given by British Prime 
Afaigiprt Thatcher to 
the board of deputies of British 
Jews on Sunday Feb. 18, 1990. 



“With* 
lens which have troubled us 
a round the warid now finding 
rotations, we are desperately 
twiv*?"* to aee afaaftae progress 

■Me to setfie fee pro Wrut . of 
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dan people from tesfcfe toe 
occupied territories end from 
as t ri de . That b the oadtj way 
pwg w is going to be made 
aad a sahnfaB fond to the 
tragic ritoUtfciB to the occupied 
territories which b so hurtful to 
Israel’s reputation and stand- 
by to tire world. 

“We have always taken the 
view that tend, hi return fort* 
secure pc i ccj inmHo dc nc 
hash for such a solution. I 
know that the problems would 
become worse stifl If hnd were 


Soviet Jews to emigrate, tt 
would be a very Ironic and 
■Jut reward for all oar 
efforts if thefar freedom were to 

be at the cquM t of the rights, 
the homes aad the fared of the 
people of the occupied terri- 


“Wb understand Israel’s 


ftr Ib At 
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the Palestinians. And that 
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Hereof pot it on a visit to 
London: *Her dream of a day 
when peace wffl come’. But it 
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"Veihm 

to 


the right for 


ORIy 

both 4 
tied.” 


j 



IBs Majesty Ktas TTi—ihi Monday holds Iriks 
with Knwriti Ftoriga MtefatreSbeLfa Sabah Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah fa a meeting atte nde d by His 


Royal Hlghww Crown Prince Hassan and 
Mndar Badran (Petra photo) 


Jordan reaffirms support for 

Palestinians under occupation 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Monday 
reaffirmed Jordan's policy of 
maint a ining suppo r t for the 

Palestinian people to alleviate 
their sufferings and to enable 
them to regain their legitimate 
rights. 

Jordan's assistance to the 
Palestinians will continue de- 
spite the difficult circumst- 
ances the Kingdom is going 
through, the King said during a 
meeting with ' Francis Blm- 
chard, a United Nations 
envoy. 

B lanchar d, who is tire advi- 
sor for ecoaranic development 
to U.N. Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
briefed King Hussein on his 
mission in tire area. He said 
that the United Nations was 
keen on providing economic 
«««»*nce to the Palestinian 
people under occupation, a 
move being opposed by the 
Israeli authorities, which will 
make his mission more diffi- 
cult. 

Blanchard said that tire Un- 
ited Nations was relying on 
cooperation from ril con- 
cerned parties to cany out 
h umanitarian missioa. 


King Hussein said Jordan 
appreciates tire United Na- 
tion's noble mission and he 
asked that Blanchard convey 
his greetings and his apprecia- 
tion to P ere z de Cuellar for his 
concern over tire Palestinian 
people in view of the very 
difficult conditions prevailing 
in the occupied Arab terri- 
tories. 

The King expres s ed Jordan’s 
readiness to extend full coop- 
eration with Blanchard and to 
supply farm with all the re- 
quired information that can 
help contribute to the success 
of his m ason. - - - 

King Huspein moke in detail 
about the general situation in 
the occupied Arab territories 
and tire daily sufferings of the 
Palestinian people as a result 
of continued occupation. 

The King also (fiscussed with 
Blanchard regional develop- 
ment and the expected Euro- 
pean role in this regard in the 
light of the formation of three 
Arab economic blocs. 

Earlier Monday, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Maiwan Al Qasem 
voiced Jordan’s full support for 
the United Nations intention 


to provide economic and huma- 
nitarian assistance to the 
Palestinian people in the occu- 
pied Arab territories, but be 
ho ted that such assistance 
should not serve as a substitute 
for international efforts to 
achieve a comprehensive and 
just settlement to the Palestine 
problem. 

Qasem told Blanchard at a 
meeting in the Foreign Minis- 
try that the Jordanian govern- 
ment was doing all it can to 
alleviate the sufferings of the 
Palestinian people hvfog under 
' rale. 


“Jordan is trying .to help 
enhance the Palestinian stead- 
fastness in the face of over- 
whelming deteriorating econo- 
mic conations resulting from 
continued Israeli occupation,” 
Qasem said. 

He referred to Israel’s 
escalation of repressive mea- 
sures to counter the uprising 
and said it is increasing the 
suffering of the people under 
occupation . 

The meeting was attended 
by the ministry's Secretary 
General Mutasem BQbeisi and 
U.N. officials. 


1 killed in . 
Israeli raid 
on DFLP 
bases 

SIDON (R) — Israeli 'jets attack- 
ed two bases of a Palestinian 
group in South Lebanon Mon- 
day, killing one person and 
wounding 


Aoun, Geagea 
agree peace pact 


Palest inians 

protest 

Jewish 
settlement 
in W. Bank 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(agencies) — Palestinians of the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip shunned work and 
schools Monday to protest at the 
settlement of Soviet Jewish im- 
migrants on Arab Land. 

Palestinians say hundreds of 
Soviet Jews, the vanguard of an 
exodus expected to top half-a- 
million within a few years, are 
moving to Jewish settlements in 
the occupied territories, many 
attracted by cheap housing. 

The clandestine pro-PLO Uni- 
fied Leadership of the Uprising 
bad called the strike in a strongly 
worded communique against 
sending Soviet immigrants to the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

“We call for a general strike... 
to demonstrate our people’s re- 
solve to ding to their land and m 
protest ax Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion to the state of Palestine,” it 
said. 

Arab residents of Hebron in 
the West Bank said Israeli army 
jeeps with protected windows 
were the only vehicles on the 
streets. Nationalists had spray- 
painted graffiti along main streets 
denouncing the immigration. 

Ramallah stores were dosed 
except for some pharmacies and 
bakeries. Workers stayed home. 

Palestinians fighting for an in- 
dependent state say an Israeli 
withdrawal from the territories 
will be complicated by settlement 
of Soviet Jews. They say the 
government is trying to change 
tire demographic balance of the 


They said six a ir cr a ft fired 16 
air-to-surface mkriles at the bases 
of tire Democratic Front far tire 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
in the villages of Lebaa and Kfar 
Jara, east of tire port of Sdon 40 
kilometres south of Beirut. 

The sources said the wounded 
mdnded civilians work in g in a 
textile factory in Kfar Jara. 

The raid was in apparent re- 
taliation for an infiltration 
attempt by the DFLP into Israel's 
self-declared security zone in 
South Lebanon last Wednesday. 
Israel killed one DFLP guerrilla 
and captured three. 

The security sources said there 
were few casualties among the 
guerrillas because they had been 

ion for 


expecting retaliation for the infil- 
tration attempt and had evacu- 
ated their positions. 

The DFLP has launched a 
series of attacks against the Jew- 
ish state over tire past year. 

Witnesses said the planes flat- 
tened the two bases, which an 
Israeli army spokesman in Israel 
said had been used to phtij H|wl 
launch attacks on Israel’s north- 
ern border. 

The DFLP in Damascus said in 
a statement no guerrillas were 
killed in the raid. 

“The Israeli raid against civi- 
lian targets shows the aggressive 
Zionist policies towards the 
.Palestinian and Lebanese people. 

“While condemning these raids 
the DFLP calls upon the wodd 
community to press Israel to stop 
the destruction of Fatestitnas ana 
Lebanese people," the statement 
said. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Rebel 
General Michel Aoun and mili tia 
chief Samir Geagea Monday 
agreed a pact to end three weeks 
of pitched battles for control of 
the Christian enclave in which 
more than 640 people were killed 
and 2,300 wounded. 

The pact announced by 
mediator Chaker Abu Sleiman 
endorses Aoun’s supremacy in 
the enclave tat also guarantees 
tire continued existence of the 
rival T^>Ka«e« Forces (LF) mili- 
tia led by Geagea. 

ft was Aoun’s demand that tire 
LF disband that roariced the 
pitched battles on Jan. 31 and 
residents of east Beirut who have 
already seen 11 ceasefires col- 
lapse remained sceptical that 
peace was at hand. 

Sporadic shefifire echoed across 
the enclave boors after Abu 


man announced the pact on 
radio, saying: “We readied final 
agreement on a six-point peace 
pact which will deal with the 
political and militaxy issues.” 

But there was little sign on the 
mound that tension was easing. 
Both sides reinforced their posi- 
tions and a steady stream of 
frightened civilians, fearful that 
fighting will flare anew, fled the 
Christian enclave north of Beirut. 

Sources said that Aoun told 
Geagea when the ceasefire took 
hokl that he had nntfl late Tues- 
day to withdraw from Beirut port 
and the nearby Karantina 
quarter. 

. Lebanese Forces officials de- 
clined comment on the reported 
ultimatum, but said Geagea was 
prepared to negotiate with Aoun 
to settle their diff ere n ces. 


Israel denies having a policy to 
settle Soviet Jews in the occupied 
territories but Palestinians say 
hundreds have moved to West 
Bank Jewish settlements. 

They say many more are being 
settled around Arab Jerusalem, 
occupied by Israel in the 1967 
Middle East war and unilaterally 
annexed. 

In the Gaza Strip, two youths 
were wounded in dashes with 
Israeli troops, including a 5-year- 
old girl who was hit in the face 
with a rubber coated steel pellet, 
hospital officials said. 

In tire Palestinian village of Al 
Tor inside occupied Jerusalem, a 
19-year-old Palestinian was criti- 
cally injured when he was hit in 
the head with a stone as he drove 
through the village with a friend 
and a tourist, Israel Radio re- 
ported. 

Also Monday, an Israeli offi- 
cials said U.S. and Israeli diplo- 
mats were trying to arrange a 
meeting between Secretary of 
State James A. Baker in and 
Foreign Minister Moshe Arens to 
discuss Middle East peace moves. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
meeting could be held Friday, 
with Arens stopping in Washing- 
ton on his way tack from bis 
c ur r en t visit to Mexico. 

Baker has proposed a joint 
meeting with Arens and Egyptian 
Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul 
Megind as a step toward starting 
an Israefi-Falestmian dialogue. 

The body of a 35-year-old man 
was found in a West Bank re- 
fugee cam p Monday. Residents 
said Hussein Abu Radwan of 
Amari Refugee Camp was a col- 
laborator with Israeli security 
forces. 


De Klerk to attend Zaire Summit 


CAPE TOWN (R) — President 
F.W. De Klerk wifi attend a 
one-day meeting of African heads 
of state in Zaire Saturday, a 
South African government 
spok esm an said Monday. 

Political analysts said tire in- 
vitation to the meeting appeared 
to be De Klerk’s first African 
reward for his derisions on Kb. 2 
to lift tire ban on tire African 
National Congress (ANQ and 
release its leader. Nelson Mande- 
la, from prison. 

“It is confirmed that state Pres- 
ident F.W. de Klerk... will make 
a one-day visit to Zaire... in coder 
to attend a meeting of a number 
of African heads of state,” tire 
president's spokesman said in a 


Goma in the north of Zaire. 
Government sources said the 



Government officials said it 
was not known which African 
heads of state would attend the 
"Mfrng, probably to be held at 


rean President Mobutu Sese 
Seko, but would not be restricted 
to his longterm efforts to achieve 
a ceasefire in Angola's 15-year- 

old dvfl war. 

South Africa began to with- 
draw from the adjoining territory 
of Namibia last year under an 
international agreement linked to 
the withdrawal of Cuban troops 
from Angola and efforts to end 
that countr y 's war with UNTTA, 
tire National Unhm for tire Total 
Independence of Angola. 

Namibia is dne to become inde- 
pendent on March 21 and politic- 
al analysts in South Africa expect 
De Klerk to attend the cere- 
monies in Windhoek akmgade 
African leaders, possibly indnd- 
ing tire presidents of Zimbabwe, 
Angola and Zambia. 



De Klerk has met Z amh j 
President Kenneth Kaund 
Mozambican President . 
Chissano and President 
Houphouet-Boigny of the 
Coast since he forced his 
cessor P.W. Botha from 
last year. 

Botha met Mobutu last year, 
but sources in his office said he 

never achieved his long-standing 
ambition of attending a 
African leaders. 

Meanwhile, the Son 

g ove r nment said Monday 


Him 



been approved. 

Mandela, released last 
from a life jail term for plotting to 
overthrow white rale, has sakfhe 
will travel to tire ANCs head- 
qawtere-inrexDe in the Zami^ 
capital Lusaka as soon as 
possible. 


0' 

0- 
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Baghdad against U. 



plans to stay in Gulf 


BAGHDAD (AP) — President Saddam Hussein has 
objected to United States plans to keep a naval 
presence in the Gulf despite a lessening Soviet threat 
and reduced possibility of resumption of the Gulf 
war. 


Hussein was quoted Monday 
by the official media as criticising 
American intention to maintain 
its naval force in the Gulf as 



unnecessaj 
meats in the Soviet Union and 
the ceasefire in the Gulf war. 

“We are uncomfortable with 
repeated American statements 
that it will stay in the region... 
and we have been- -expecting 
American to announce that It 
would withdraw,” Hussein was 
quoted as telling Arab foreign 
ministers who met with him 
Friday. 

The U.S. government has said 
it itends to keep in place the naval 
forces it has operated in the Gulf 
since 1949, and reinforced during 
die eight-year Gulf war between 
Iraq and Iran. 

Arab diplomats say Hussein 
told U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State John Kelly, who met with 
him last week, that the presence 
of title U.S. force in the area was 
tecessaxy since the Gulf war 


ances arise. But it is rather ques- 
tionable to hear repeated 'State- 
ments that it intends to stay,” 
Hussein was quoted by the media 
as saying. 

The Iraqi leader also said the 
Bosh administration's position 
might not help bring a permanent 
end to the conflict. 

The war was baited by a U.N.- 
sponsored effort after Iran 
accepted Security Council Re- 
solution 598 in August 1988. But 
no peace agreement has been 
signed since then and the peace 
talks have been deadlocked be- 
cause the two countries remain 
on issues of troop with- 
and sovereignty over the 
disputed Shatt A1 Arab 
Waterway. 

Commenting on recent de- 
velopments in East Europe and 
their possible impact on the Arab 
World, Hussein warned that 
tiie Arabs should be on alert for 
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was halted by a U.N. sponsored 


“It would be nndeistandable if 
America said it would withdraw 


and come back if new dreumst- 


1 Arabs have an extraordinary 
role and a great power in achiev- 
ing a world balance... vis-a-vis 
American power,” he said. 

He said Arab oil can play a 
major role in establishing the new 


world balance and to ensure 
Arabs’ rights and interests. 

Hussein also warned that Israel 
might Launch a new war to take 
more Arab land. <, 

“Who wOl oppose Israel if it 
launches a military agression now 
and seizes more Arab land... No 
one. Not even the Soviet Union or 
Europe because it is America 
which is now the world super 
power,” he added. 

He also urged the Arab coun- 
tries to forge Better relations with 
Japan and Europe in order to 
contribute to anew world equilib- 
rium and face up to increasing 
American power. 

“We should clear all the mines 
in inter-Arab relations, forge a 
unified Arab policy and reduce 
the number of our enemies,” he 
said. 


DFLP leaders patch up differences 


TUNIS (R) — TKs leadership of 
the Democratic Front for the 
liberation of Palestine (DFLP) 
met in Algiers Monday and 
patched op differences over poli- 
cy towards Middle East peace 
moves, DFLP sources in Tunis 
said. 

The differences had pitted 
DFLP leader Nayef Hawatmeh 
against Yasser Abed Rabbo, his 
representative on the 15-man Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Tunis- 
based Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), PLO sources 
outside the front said. 
Hawatmeh said Monday: 
Some news agencies have car- 
ried fabricated reports about a 
split threatening the DFLP. 
These reports... are designed to 
distort the vanguard rote which 
the front is playing in affiance 
with all nationalist forces.”. 


u 


fa a statement released 
through the front’s Tunis office, 
he added the meeting of the 
DFLP’s Central Committee in 
Algiers was a complete success. 

An official source in the same 
office, which is nm by Abed 
Rabbo, said earlier Monday that 
there was disagreement inside the 
front on the “path the front and 
the Palestinian national move- 
ment should take in the coming 
stage.” 

The source declined to go into 
details but the PLO sources said 
Hawatmeh and Abed Rabbo 
were at odds over U.S. and Egyp- 
tian attempts to arrange an 
Israeli-Palestinian dialogue in 
Cairo. 

Abed Rabbo has headed the 
PLO team in talks with the Un- 
ited States and has followed poli- 
cies dose to those of the Fateh 


Movement of PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat 


In recent statements Hawat- 
meh, who spends most of his time 
in Damascus or Algiers, has set 
tough conditions for PLO 
approval of the Cairo meeting. 

He has rejected a compromise 
formula- under which Egypt 
would announce the names of the 
Palestinian delegation, one of me 
major obstacles to the meeting 
taking place. 

The PLO has not openly 
approved the formula but offi- 
cials dose to Arafat have indi- 
cated they are flexible on this 
point 

There have been rumours of 
differences between Hawatmeh 
and Abed Rabbo for more than a 
year but DFLP officials have re- 
peatedly denied them. 


Iran pledges support for Hizbollah 


NICOSIA (R) — President Ali 
Akbar Ha&hemi Rafsanjani Mon- 
day reaffirmed Iran’s backing for 
Hizbollah (Party of God), widely 
believed to be behind the kidnap- 
ping of Westerners in Lebanon. 

Tehran Radio said Rafsanjani, 


in a meeting with senior Hizbol- 
lah clerics, “declared Iran’s readi- 
ness to help Hizbollah and Mus- 
lims of the region to confront 
enemies of Islam in the region, 
especially Zionism and world 


Tran funds and trains Hezbol- 
lah. Both deny charges the group 
was involved in the disappear- 
ance of 17 Westerners believed 
held hostage in Lebanon. 


Unlike fanfare for Soviet Jews, 


Ethiopians have a low profile 


Israeli military censors made 
deletions bom this report 


TEL AVIV (R) — While Israel 
greets an influx of Soviet immig- 
rants with public acclaim, the 
arrival of Etofopian Jews since 
the renewal of ties with the Marx- 
ist government in Addis Ababa 
has been shrouded in secrecy. 

The Jewish Agency, a quasi- 
government body that helps new 
i mm i g r a nts, said there had been 
little change in the numbers com- 
ing from Ethiopia since relations 
were restored three months ago. 
The agency would not discuss 
efforts to increase the flow. 

“The average number was ab- 
out 100 every month, which is not 
what we would like but this is the 
sitnation,” agency spokesman 
Gad Ben-Ari told Reuters. 

Nij 
Jews 


now running at 5,000 a month, 
attract broad coverage by foreign 
and domestic media. 

While the actual arrivals of 
Ethiopians are not publicised, 
news about recent immigrants has 
surfaced in connection with other 
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ightiy receptions for Soviet 
i landing at Tel Aviv airport. 


events. 

Last month officials in the 
northern town of Maalot pro- 
tested at (dans to use the entire 
local immigrant absorption centre 
for new Ethiopian arrivals. 

A tree plan ting ceremony in- 
volved 2,000 new arrivals. Uri 
Gordon, head of the Jewish 
Agency Immigration Depart- 
ment, said there were 1,500 
Soviet Jews and 500 Ethiopians, 
though some had been in Israel 
more than a year. 

Israel restored relations with 
Ethiopia in November amid 
widespread suspicion it had 
struck a deal to reunite the esti- 


mated 15,000 Jews still in 
Ethiopia with the 17,000 Ethio- 
pian Jews already in the Jewish 
state. 

Speculation was heightened by 
repeated foreign reports that 
Israel was providing military aid 
to the Marxist government, which 
is fighting for its existence against 
secessionist movements. 

The Israeli Defence Ministry 
has denied the charges of military 
involvement, which included 
media reports of sates of duster 
bombs, provision of military 
advisers and a visit by Israeli 
Chief-Of-Staff Dan Shomron. 

“Shomron never visited 
Ethiopia. No Israeli military are 
located in Ethiopia today,” an 
Israeli Defence Ministry spokes- 
man said. 

But the ministry would not say 
if it has any mflrteuy cooperation 
with Ethiopia. 


Sudanese 

leader 


to visit 


Cairo today 


CAIRO (R) — Sudan’s military 
ruler General Omar Hassan AI 
Bashir will visit Cairo and hold 
talks with Egyptian President 
Hosm Mnbarak Tuesday, offi- 
cials said. 

It will be Bashir’s third visit 
since his 15-man junta seized 
power last June in a move Egypt 
hoped would help end civil war in 
one of Africa’s poorest countries. 

Bashir, 52, is de facto bead of 
state, prime minister, defence 
minister and couanander-inHchief 
of the armed forces. The officials 
said they expected Bashir would 
leave Cairo the same day. 

Meanwhile the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) said Sunday it hoped to 
be allowed to resume an airlift to 
famine-threatened south Sudan 
this week after a ban imposed in 
November. 


Dominique Gross, head of the 
Geneva-based agency’s opera- 
tions in Sudan, said the ICRC 
submitted a relief plan to the 
government and the rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) last week. 

“We are still awaiting clear- 
ance from both sides,” be said. 

He hoped supplies would start 
moving Thursday by plane, lorry 
and barge to the army-held towns 
of Juba, Wan, Malakal and Awed 
and to SPLA-controIled Yirol, 
Kongor, Lieu and Akon. 

Khartoum suspended relief 
flights by non-Sudanese planes in 
late October after the air force 
bombed rebel towns in an up- 
surge of fi ghting . 

Last month the government 
announced an earing of the ban 
and two weeks ago the Lutheran 
World Federation relief agency 
resumed flights to Juba, a town of 
300,000 people under SPLA 
siege. 

Some 250,000 southerners died 
in 1988 from hunger, war and 
disease and more than t h ree mil- 
lion have fled their homes. 

The SPLA has fought for seven 
years to end what it sees as 
domination of the mainly aniirrist 
and Christian south by the Mus- 
lim, Arabised north. 

Gross said the ICRC would 
distribute crop seeds, farming 
tools and cattle vaccines. 


Mubarak shows Qadhafi 


success of peace policy 


ASWAN (R) — President Hns- 
ni Mubarak took Libyan leader 
Mumaw Qadhafi to the Sinai 
peninsula Monday In an 
attempt to show him that 
Egypt’s peacemaking policy 
has paid dStidcods. 

“Mubarak always fikes to 
take Ms Arab visitors to Steal 
to show them that Egypt’s fore- 
ign policy worts,” a 


white s3k soft and Mack sBk 
shirt, left the southern winter 


plane with Mubarak, who was 
wearing a sober burincm suit 
Two of QadhafTs women 
bodyguards carrying AK-47 
rides were prevented from 
boanfig the plane, bound for 
Sharm A1 Slm«» at the south- 
cam tip of Sinai. 




Israel captared the desert Hosni Mubarak 


nonneed Egypt's 1979 peace 
treaty with Israel which led Co 
the recovery of Stem in 1982. 

But Cairo has given the Li- 
byan leader an enthusiastic 
welcome on Ms latest trip, 
aimed at patching op toe de- 
cade-long qaarreL 

Qadhafi, res plenden t in a 


peninsula in the 1967 war, 
along with Syria’s Golan 


Gaza Strip. 

While all other territories 
remain in Israeli hands, 
Egypt’s late President Anwar 


palled out of Sinai. 


Relations between Libya ami 
Egypt, erratic since the early 
19785, have improve d sin ce a 
rapprochement between 
Qadhafi and Mu bara k at aa 
Arab summit last May.. 

Mubarak has visfted Libya 
twice since October and the 
current visit is Qadhafl’s 


Mnammar Qadhafi 
second , to Egypt 


Ministers held talks in 
Aswan Monday on boasting 
cooperation ■ and removing 
trade ba r riers. Mubarak and 
Qadhafi agreed Sunday to set 



Danish ship relesed off Ethiopia 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — A Dan- 
ish ship carrying food aid for 
Ethiopian drought victims has 
been released by Eritrean rebels 
a week after it was attacked off 
the Red Sea port of Massawa, a 
spokesman for the rebels said 
Monday. 

The Svea Atlantic, winch was 
carrying several hundred tonnes 
of Irish-donated food and other 
relief supplies, had unloaded its 
cargo, the spokesman for the 
Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front (EPLF) said. 

The ship’Was not damaged and 
toe crew were safe, the spokes- 
man, Yemane Gabre Meskel, 
told Reuters in Nairobi by tele- 
phone from London. He tod not 
know where the ship was now. 

Yemane said Svea Adriatic en- 
tered the Massawa area last Mon- 
day as government forces were 
launching a sea-borne attack to 
retake toe port, the main one 
northern Ethiopia, from 


serving noi 
the rebels. 

“The ship was turned away 
from the battle zone and taken 
away to a safe place to unload its 
cargo,” Yemane said, without 
specifying where this was. 

He sard the supplies, mostly 
donated by toe Irish Charity Con- 
cern, would be distributed by toe 
EPLJF’s relief agency . 

Concern’s director in Ethiopia, 
Jack Fumcane, said by telephone 
from Addis Ababa toe Charity, 
had received a brief messasge 


Monday from the ship’s captain 
who said the crew were safe and 
the ship was undamaged but the 
cargo had been lost. 

Mengista did not drectly deny 
toe rebel claim, but he appeared 
to rule out any negotiations with 
toe Eritreans. 

The captain said the ship was 
sailing away from Ethiopia but 
did not give more details, Fmn- 

cane added. 

Tn Copenhagen the -Danish- 
news agency Ritzau quoted the 
ship’s owners as saying they had 
had a phone call from the captain 
Monday reporting the vessel had 
been released, all was well on 
board, but the cargo had been 
taken. 

The ship has a .crew of eight — 
a Danish captain and engineer 
and six Polish «amen. 

The relief supplies, including 
blankets, tents, sugar, floor, milk 
power and high protean biscuits, 
were Concern’s first aid conagn- 
ment to victims of the drought 


fight to the “bitter end” against 
toe EFLF. ' 

In a broadcast- late Saturday, 
Mengista said Massawa’s fell 
could lead to defeat of the 2nd 
Araty and secession of Eritrea, 
Ethiopia’s northernmost pro- 
vince. 

“The fall of the Second Army 
would be a heavy blow to the 
Ethiopian Anned Forces and 
danger the unity and territorial 
integrity of toe nation,” Mengista 
said. 

It was Mengistu’s first state- 
ment on the fightin g, which be- 
gan on Feb. 8, the date of the first 
offensive in over a year by the 


Malta 


amends 


treaty with 



-Two days later, the rebels 
daimed they captured Massawa, 
one of Ethiopia's two ports and 
the gateway to trade with Eritrea 
and its southern neighbour,” 


Tigre. 


threatening up to four million 
people with starvation in north- 


ern Ethiopia. 

There has been heavy fighting 
in Massawa since the EPLF laun- 
ched its first major offensive for 
months 10 days agp. 

The government has denied a 
daim by toe rebels, who are 
fighting for independence in Erit- 
rea, to have full control of Massa- 
wa and Preadent Mengistu Haile 
Mariam appealed Sunday for a 


rebels claimed they kilted 
or captured 12,600 government 
troops and sank or captared near- 
ly half the Ethiopian Navy’s fleet. 
Tim London-based International 
Institute for Strategic Studies says 
tfie Ethiopian navy has two fri- 
gates and 12 patrol craft 
The Eritreans also said they 
controlled the 60 kflometre road 
from Massawa and Eritrea’s 
capital, Asmara. 

Mengistu (fid not directly deny 
the rebel claim, bat be appeared 
to role out any negotiations with 
the Eritreans. 


VALLETTA (R) — Malta 
amended a.1984 friendship treaty 
with its neighbour .Libya Mon- 
day, dr o p p in g militaiy clauses 
that had steamed relations with 
toe United States. 

Prime Minister Eddie Fenech 
Adami, speaking after signing the 
amendments in Valletta with Li- 
byan Foreign Minister Jaddallah 
Azzouz AI Tafia, said the treaty 
had been changed in line with 
Malta’s commitment to follow a 
neuter foreign policy. 

The old treaty provided for 
exchanges of security and defence 
information - 

It also committed Malta not to 
allow Its territory to be used for- 
militar y activities that threatened 


Libya. 

Former Maltese Prime Minis- 
ter Cannelo Mifsnd Bomrici in- 
voked the agreement to warn 
Colonel Mnammar Qadhafi of an 
imminent U.S. air raid in April 


1986. 

Fenech -Adami, who took 
office in 1987, said -last year that 
the new agreement would be 
simply one of “cooperation in the 
economic, social - and cuftaraf 
fields:” • 


(•-■r . - “ ■■•( 


Iran warns criminals they could face death penalty 


NICOSIA (AP) — The head of 
the judiciary. Ayatollah Moham- 
mad Yazdi, indicated that Iran is 
beset with a crime wave and 
warned Monday that armed rob- 
bers and murderers would be 
executed, Tehran Radio re- 
ported. 

The broadcast quoted Yazdi as 
saying “there have been recent 
crimes in various cities in which 
robbers have burgled homes, and 
have often committed other 
crimes such as murder and other 
taboos.” 

■ Taboos is an banian euphem- 
ism for rape or other sexual 



Justice Ayatollah Morteza 
[tedai and Ali Shush tari, 
of Iran’s prisons. 

“Most Tshurrir jurists believe 
that those who attack others with 
weapons, and who steal, murder 
or cause fear, should face the 
death sentence,” the radiri 
quoted Yazdi as saying. 

Iran’s state-run media have re- 
ported more than 1,200 execu- 
tions since Dec. 1988, most for 
drag or prostitution-related 


IRNA reported. 

Cooper. 53, a British business- 
man, has been in prison in Iran 
since Dec. 7, 1985. He lived in 
Iran for 20 years prior to his 


Drug-related arrests and hang- 
ings have been highlig hted in the 

since the launch of 


Yazdi said thieves “even burg- 
led some public places, such as 
banks and government offices, as 
we saw in Hamadan.” 

Neither toe incident in the 
northwestern Iranian province of 
Hamadan, of which Yazdi gave 
no details, nor any other cases of 
murder, robbery or rape have 
been reported by toe state radio, 
television or the official Islamic 


as anti-narcotics campaign in 
Dec. '1988, but other crimes, ex- 
cept prostitution, generally have 
not been reported. 

Opposition organisations main- 
tain that, many political prisoners 
have been executed by the gov- 
nit on alleged drugs/related 



Demonstration r^aisst 
Rushdie, Cooper 


Republic News Agency (IRNA), 

n Nkosi 


all monitored in Nicosia 

Yazdi added that “the Iranian 
nation can rest assured that the 
judiciary stands against any mis- 
chief, murder and crime... and 
we will fulfill our divine Islami c 
duties,” die radio reported. . 

It said Yazdi was speaking in a 
meeting in Tehran with high- 
ranking judicial officials, includ- 
ing Prosecutor General Moham- 
mad Mohamiwafti-B^y shsliahr ij 


Meanwhile, I ranian media 
ports Sunday said thousands of 
students demonstrated to support 
the year-old death threat against 
British author Salman Rushdie 
and also called for the execution 
of Briton Roger Cooper. 

The marchers issued a com- 
munique calling for the death of 
Cooper, imprisoned in Iran on 
spying charges, at the end of the 
march from Tehran University to 
the former British embassy. 


In London, toe British Foreign 
Office said it “deeply deplored” 
toe call for Cooper's execution. 

The late Ayatollah Rnhollah 
Khomeini, architect of Iran’s Isla- 
mic Revolution, issued a religious 
edict on Feb. 14 last year conde- 
mning Rushdie to death for 

allegedly de faming Islam m his 
novel The Satanic Verses. 

IRNA said the students’ com- 
munique called for curbing trade 
relations with Britain and conde- 
mned toe r e ce n t deportation of 
nine Iranians by London. It said 
toe statement demanded the de-’ 
ition of British journalists 
ban, although none are 
known to be stationed there. 

“(British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet) Thatcher is playing with 
fire by supporting Rushdie,” the 
marchers chanted, according to 
IRNA. 

The press reports, all moni- 
tored in Nicosia, said the demon- 
strators burned British and U.S. 
fla p while ehanfing ] “by toe rul- 
ing of Khomeini, Salman Rushdie 
must be kilted,” “death to Bri- 
tain” and “death to America.” 

The marchers carried photo- 
graphs of inin memi and bis suc- 
cessor as supreme religious lead- 
er, Ayatollah Ah Khamenei. 

There are no British diplomats 


stationed in the embassy cam- 
pound, as Iran severed relations 
with Britain last year when Lon- 
don supported Rushdie’s right to 
publish the novel. 

The. reports said Muslim cleric 
Mobammad Ali Ansari, in charge 
of the institute publishing 
Khomeini’s worts, told the rally 
that “Muslims are obliged to car- 
ry out the edict whatever the 
circumstances.” 

In a related development, a top 
Iranian official said Sunday that 
Muslims who possess the .means 
to kill Rushdie bat foil to are 
sinners in toe eyes of God. 

Tehran Radio quoted Yazdi as 
saying the best reason to “suffer 
difficulties in trying to cany out 
the death order is that those who- 
died in tins path will be martyrs.” 
According to Islamic teaching, 
martyrs go directly to heaven. 

The broadcast quoted Yazdi as 
saying Khomeini's ruling that toe 
Indian-born British writer be kil- 
led was “irrevocable.” 

Yazdi’s statements followed 
comments Friday by- President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani that 
Khomeini's ruling was only “the 
view of one expert on a matter of 
Islamic jurisprudence.” 
Rafsanjani, leader of a so-cal- 
led pragmatic camp, wants to 
lessen -Iran’s radical image to 
attract Western investment and 
technology to revive the country's 
war-battered economy. 

Rafsanjani was trying to {day 
down the Rushdie affair, which 


radical Iranian leaders like Yazdi 
have highlighted " 

The radicals, led by former 
Interior Minister All Akbar 
Mohtasbemi, eschew relations 
with the West, which they believe 
will pollute the Islamic Republic. 
f “As head, of toe judiciary I 
plainly announce that this is an 
official, judicial command, not 
(just) a religious decree,” the 
radio quoted Yazdi as saying. 

He said, “sooner or later toe 
command will be carried oul” 
Rushdie, 42, has been in hiding 
in Britain under protective guard 
since Khomeini’s call more than a 


year ago. 

Meanwhile, a Tehran newspap- 
er condemned a by members 
of Britain’s parliament for Iran’s 
expulsion from the United Na- 
tions. 

A statement signed by 248 
members of the 650-seat British 
House of Commons railed Friday 
for Tehran’s U.N. seat to be 
given to the largest Iranian 
opposition group, toe Iraq-based 
Mujahedeen Khalq, or People’s 
Holy Warriors. 

.. The Iranians refer to the Mu- 
jabedeen as the Munafeqeen; or 
hypocrites. 

Condemning Iran, the British 
signatories said, “this regime 
understan ds no lansua&e excent 
that of force,” anddted the 
Rushdie death order as evidence 
that “terrorism is an inherent 

characteristic of the ruling regime 
in Iran.” 
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AMMAN «— Antf^Arocnca* 
have asked C wg t m W, pal 
stria conditions oa U-S «Ja to 
Israel is an cflbrt.fi) stop fee. 
flow of Soviet Jewish emif- 
rams into fee Wtft Beak iod 
Gaza Sem, according lo* for- 
mer U.S. Sen* tor James 
Abourezk. 

In a tetter addressed to every 
member of the U.S. Congress. 
Abourezk, who heads the 
American' Arab Anti-Discri- 
mination Committee (ADC), 
described fee ‘settlement of 
Soviet Jews in fee occupied 
territories as a step feat would 
make it “politically impossi- 
ble for the Israeli eownmiem 


"must condition further aid to 
Israel based on whether or not 
it’s government totally pre- 
vents any settlement activity.” 

In a press confe renc e he faetd 
here Monday, Abourezk coo- 
ceded feat U5- aid to Israel is 
not likely to be cut any tune 
soon, but stressed feu without 
an awareness campaign it 
would never end. 

The letter, dated Feb. 16, 


was fee lates ts a series of 
activities that Abourezk has 
-instigated a m attempt to stop 
ftmbcr emigration by Soviet 
Jews to occupied Arab rods, 

Lot week ADC Vwe-Pttai- * 
deal Wafa Near announced 
feu a delegation of Arab- 
Ammons, deported Palesti- 
nian* and members of fee 
ADC would visit fee Soviet 
Union and talk to Soviet offi- 
cials and members of fee 
Soviet Jewish community in 
Older to riwwwk 1 Soviet jews 
from emigrating to fee occu- 
pied territories via Israel. 

Abourezk said that the de- 
legation's rim would be to 
point otn to fee Soviet Jewish 
community that fee West Bank 
and Gaza Strip is a conflict 
zone and that going there 
would not be equivalent to a 
peaceful existence. “They have 
to know it's not a game and 
that the occupied territories 
are a war zone,” Abourezk 
said. The former senator ar- 
rived m Jordan Sunday night in 
a one -da v vtsit after which he 
leaves for a tour in the Arab 
Gulf. 

He said feat Arab- Amer- 


icans have been "strangely 
allied" with some Jewish 


groups in trying to raise the 
ceiling on fee Soviet immig- 
rants. Abourezk said he had 
had do confirmation from 
Washington on the claim made 
by a Soviet Foreign Ministry 
official last week feat the ceil- 
ing had been nosed to 70,000. 

Abourezk confirmed (hat 
during part of his planned visit 
to Amman early next month 
be would discuss a Jordan 
based ADC contingent which 
would join their fellow U.S. 
members in a visit to the Soviet 
Union. “Our ADC office here 
is already making lists of candi- 
dates to go; We warn depor- 
tees and others that would give 
the Soviets a good idea of what 
is really going on in this part of 
fee wona." 

He said that during bis 
March visit in which he would 
preside over the annual ADC 
fund-raising dinner scheduled 
for March 3. he would also try 
to promote other ADC pro- 
jects. 

The Eyewitness Israel Prog- 
ramme, which sends delega- 
tions of hand picked opinion 
leaden in the U.S. to the occu- 
pied territories for a three- 
week investigation visit, is one 
of the programmes that fee 


ADC would like to reactivate, 
Abourezk said. At present the 
ADC does not have fee funds 
but according to ADC organis- 
ers, they hope to raise fee 
funds necessary because “fee 
project has betas very success- 
ful so far in altering American 
public opinion . " 

He said feat attempts to re- 
duce press coverage of the 
intifada in the U.S. bad been 
successful to a large degree 
mainly due to Israel's clamp- 
down on foreign correspon- 
dents in the territories and 
because American public fi- 
gures were not speaking up on 
the subject. 

He said speaking tours by 
Americans in the territories or 
tours by Arabs in the U.S. 
would, increase fee American 
public's awareness about the 
realities of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. He said that leading 
American Jews were in- 
creasingly in favour of fee 
creation of a Palestinian state 
in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Abourezk concluded by 
saying that the campaign to 
increase world and American 
awareness and support for the 
Palestinian issue had only just 
begun. 



NAHHVKS CEREMONY: Hb Majesty Sing 
Wnwlwj Hb Royal HighwMg prince Mohammad, 


Hb Royal Highness prince Ghxti Al Mohammad 
Monday attend the Banting ceremony of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Ayah A! Faisal cow- 
ductal by Chief Islamic Justice Mo hamm ad 


MbcSan. Abo attending the ceremony were His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasnn, Prime 
Minister Mndar R * Hr an, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zdd Ben Shaker, the King’s Political 
Advisor Adoan Aba Odeh, Chief of Staff General 
Fathi Abu Taleb, senior officials and members of 
die Tabbaa family (Petra photo) 


Labour minister warns Petra 
Bank staff against sit-in 


Former official held 
for ‘misuse of funds 


Ministry to take over 
140 school buildings 


By Gfutdfeer Taber 

Jordan Tunes Staff Writer 

AMMAN — A for me r senior 
official of fee Ministry of Supp- 
ly has been detained in whar ts 
seen as the fint formal attempt 
to try officials for financial 
mismanagement and a litmus 
test for the government's 
pledge to fight corruption. 

Abdullah Hawamdeh, for- 
mer secretary-general of the 
Ministry of Supply, was de- 
tained Saturday after his return 
from England, according to 
high-ranking officials. “His 
passport was coo fe c a t e d upon 
arrival at Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport and the follow- 
ing day be was detained," the 
official told the Jordan Times 
Monday on condition of 
anonymity. Hawamdeh was re- 
turning after undergoing bear; 
surgery in England. 

The case involves alleged 
misuse oF funds and embezzle- 
ment involving a government 
purchase of rice in April 1989 
worth $660,000 to $700,000. 
according to a Prime Ministry 
source. 

Hawamdeh, who was retired 
earlier this year, has been 
transferred from Jweideh pris- 
on to Al Bashir hospital but a 
request for bail filed by his 
lawyers was rejected Sunday, 
sources dose to the lawyers 
said. 

According to an offidal 
privy to the accounts of the 
Ministry of Supply, "Hawam- 


deh overstepped his authority 
and changed official papers 
without the minister’s consent. " 
The source said that more 
than one Tetter from die Audit 
Bureau were sent to then 
Minister of Supply Fayez 
Tarawneh and then Ins succes- 
sor Ibrahim Ayoub about 
Hawamdeh'* alleged misuse of 
funds asking the ministers to 
investigate the -matter. “Hie 
Ministry of Supply ignored both 
tetters," -said fee official who 
also insisted on anonymity. 

Tarawneh was called in for 
questioning. Saturday before 
last about fee affair, offidal 
sources said. In an earikr in- 
terview wife tire Jordan Times, 
Tarawneh denied any know- 
ledge about the affair or the 
rice deal. *T do not know any- 
thing about it," be said. The 
former minister could not be 
reached for comment Monday. 

Ayoub, former minister of 
apply and now minister of 
transport, declined comment 
oa die case. 

Sources close to Hawam- 
deh 's lawyers said the defence 
would mostly be based on the 
argument that the treasury did 
not lose any money in fee deal 
since a cer tain amount was 
allocated to the contract, 
which was granted to a promin- 
ent Jordanian businessman, 
Khalil Talhntm* 

The source said the inves- 
tigation will take a knag time 
since two of the witnesses were 
out of the country. 


his anfeoi 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
uy of Education expects to take 
over 140 new school buildings 
now under construction before 
the end of 1990 in order to reduce 
its dependence on rented build- 
ings which cost JD 1-25 million m 


cost JD 1.25 million m 


rent every year, according to 
Barakat Al Tarawneh, director of 
fee ministry's projects and school 
buildings department. 

Tarawneh said the 140 schools 
were being built in tlic most 
populated cities including Am- 
man, Zazqa and Irbid, which at 
present have rented buildings 
bousing one-shift or two-shift 
schools. 

Wife the completion of the new 
buildings, the ministiy's depend- 
ence on rented buildings will be 
reduced to 15 per cent, down 
from 25 per cent at present, 
Tarawneh added. 

He said the expansion in- 
school was necessitated by the 
ever growing number of students 
and in an attempt to get rid of the 
two-shift schools. 

Tarawneh said the number of 
government schools in the King- 
dom as 2,309, of which 1,765 


were owned by the ministry and 
the remainder were retired budd- 
ings. 

The ministry's ten-year de- 
velopment plan entails building 
another 420 school buildings to 
be carried out in the three stages, 
according to Tarawneh. He said, 
in the first stage 200 new schools 
would be set up together wife 
facilities including 100 libraries, 
100 laboratories, 100 educational 
halls, 100 vocational workshops. 

He said, the ministry has 
already prepared design^ for 100 
schools and will float tenders this 
year foT their construction. All 
the buildings have to be com- 
pleted between 1993 and 1998. 

Tarawneh expects the total cost 
of building the first phase to be 
JD 285 million, winch will be 
financed through loans from the 
World- Bank and the Japanese 
government. 

He said that the school build- 
ings project was endorsed as part 
of the 10-year development plan 
which was approved by the 1987 
first National Educational Con- 
ference. 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A sit-in by Petra 
Bank employees scheduled to 
take place today b illegal and 
the employees must accept any 
consequence resulting from 
their aciion. Minister of 
Labour Qaseem Obeidai said 
Monday. 

In a memo sent to the Jor- 
dan Banking and Insurance 
Employees Association 
(JBIEA) Monday, the minister 
said that the sit-in declared by 
fee association was a form of 
strike and contrary to Article 
103 of the Labour Law. The 
article stipulates that a 14-day 
notice is essential before bold- 
ing a strike, according to fee 
memo. 

“Because there was no writ- 
ten notice to conduct a strike, 
this act is considered illegal, 
and accordingly, you mil be 
responsible for any consequ- 
ences resulting from the 
strike,” the memo read. 

Petra Bank employees 
vowed to strike three weeks 
ago if their demands, which 
were made in a petition signed 


by 500 out of the 650 em- 
ployees, were not met by the 
batik’s government- appointed 
management ’committee. The 
employees demanded im- 
provement of their conditions 
and management reform. 

The JBIEA called on the 
employees Sunday to stage a 
protest today in from of the 
main Petra Bank building in 
Wadi Saqra and all employees 
to refrain from work until their 
full demands were met. The 
association did not refer to 
the word “strike." 

In fee meantime, a nine- 
hour meeting was held Mon- 
day by the management com- 
mittee of the Petra Bank, was 
attended in part by fee prime 
minister, the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) governor and the 
minister of labour to discuss 
the employees’ demands. 

The employees were asked 
to remain in their offices until 
the meeting ended and a circu- 
lar was distributed by fee man- 
agement. 

The circular said that the 
bank's management had taken 
full responsibility of and 
guarantee for the employees' 


savings fund which amounts to 
JD 700,000. The management 
also decided to increase fee 
employees' salaries, especially 
the low-grades, by between JD 
5 and JD 15. Some of the 
high-income employees re- 
ceive no raise at all. 

In another memorandum 
sent to fee management later 
Monday, the employees com- 
pletely rejected fee proposals 
made by fee management com- 
mittee of the bank and insisted 
on holding fee sit-in. The 
notice, which was signed by 
tens of employees, came after 
a meeting of their association. 

In a telephone interview 
wife the Jordan Tunes, the 
'vice-chairman of fee Petra 
Bank board commitee, Jawad 
Anani, said that fee sit-in 
could 'negatively affect the 
business of fee bank. 

“The staff must realise that 
their strike ; could affect the 
business of the bank. This 
could lead to the discontinua- 
tion of fee bank and I would 
not like to see 650 employees 
lose their jobs as a consequ- 
ence of this,” Anani warned. 


T rade union leader regrets PSD warns 


a 

Pension raise ■to cost ministry demand for election 

SSC extra JD 500, 


public of 





Ramtha residents complain 
about condition of roads 


RAMTHA (J.T.) — Residents of 
Ramtha, a northern town near 
fee border with Syria, are com- 
plaining about the bad road con- 
dition in their town due to pits 
and endless diggings, according 
to the Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. The agency reported that 
most of fee roads are now block- 
ed and are canting traffic conges- 
dons. 

Petra quoted Fawwaz Al 
Zoubi, the town's mayor, who 


complaints, as saying he blamed 
the various authorities in charge 
of road construction for fee un- 
justified delay in die work. 


“The municipality has been 
trying its best to reduce problems 
for fee townspeople and has now 
allocated JD 200,000 to pave and 
asphalt part of fee town streets. 
We made other allocations for 
maintenance and building cul- 
verts and (fitches to drain rain 
water," fee mayor said. 

Zoubi urged the Water Au- 
thority of Jordan (WAJ), fee 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion and the Irbid District Elec- 
tricity Company to coordinate 
their plans wife Ramtha munici- 
pality in order to speed up work 
««! minimise fee inconvenience. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Cabinet 
dedsion to raise the minimum 
pension paid to beneficiaries 
from the Social Security Corpora- 
tion (SSC) from JD 30 to 40 will 
cost the corporation an extra JD 
500,000 annually, according to 
SSC Director-General Mahdi Al 
Farhan. 

The Cabinet last Saturday took 
fee decision, which will come into 
force as of fee beginning of 
March, in order to help the needy 
groups of beneficiaries to cope 
with the cost of living, Farhan 
said. At least 2,251 people stand 
to benefit from this dedsion, 
which provides for raising mini- 
mum pensions to JD 48 a month 
for those who support wives and 
children. Those covered by fee 
dedsion constitute 29.7 per cent 
of fee total number of pensioners 
on fee SSCs payroll, he said. 

In October last year, the SSC 


said that it provided financial 
benefits to 158,000 citizens since 
its inception in 1980. 

Among those beneficiaries are 
'workers who sustained injuries 
and had to lose their jobs and 
some who received lumpsum 
compensation. 

In his statement Monday, 
Farhan said that smeg 19£0 the 
SSC had paid a total of JD 26 
million in pension, JD 4.8 milli on 
to those injured and JD 56 mil- 
lion in lumpsum compensations. 

According to Farhan, a total of 
554,872 citizens are now covered 
by the SSC, nearly 30 per cent of 
whom are non-Jordanians. 

Farhan said over the past JO 
years of its existence SSC in- 
vested JD 297 million in a num- 
ber of companies, shares, govern- 
ment bonds and hotels of which 
JD 52 million were invested dur- 
ing last year alone. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Trade Unions 
Central Council President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam has said that fee 
general councils of professional 
associations and the General Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Trade Un- 
ions were the only sides that have 
the right to settle unions difier- 


Reactiug to a statement issued 
by Labour Minister Qaseem 
Obeidai on the need to hold new 
elections for the General Asso- 
ciation of Land Transport Work- 
ers (GALTW), Khaddam said: 
“The union hoped that a meeting 
would be held wife fee nrimster 
of labour so as to reach a unified 


position on this issue. Yet fee 
minister's dedsion, despite its 
gravity, ignored the role of the 
general federation of Jordanian 
trade unions.” 

Khaddam proposed forming a 
committee comprising presidents 
of various unions to look into 
means to settle all union prob- 
lems. 

GALTW President Moham- 
mad Abdul Qader Hunaiti sent. a. 
memorandum to the minister of 
labour stressing the legitimacy of 
fee unions internal adjustments 
and reviewed the achievements 
he attained after he assumed his 
duties. 


Meeting opens on 
soil solarisation 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


* An exhOdtioa of photos of plays directed fay Chereau, Mes- 

Ktucfa, MnoodUdne, Phncfaon and other* mlifaFVend. 
Cultural Centre. 

* A photographic nrtifhirtnn entitled “Panorama 1989” at fee 
Soviet Cottar*! Centre. 

it An exhibition af paintings by Afis Axsmonra, NabSa HBmf and 

Naval Abduflah at Abdul B h»w *I Shoutaai Foundation (10 
a.m. - 5 pjn.). 

* A photography criri fa W on by Saner Al Tal at fee Yanaouk 
UflJvEn&y, 

ft An exhibition catitkd “Twenty yean of French contribution to 
studying Syrian ar c haeo logy V at fee Iimlilntw of Anthropology 
and Archaeology at Yanaouk University. * 

ft An exMMthm entitled “Modete of fee Jordanlan plastie art” at 
fee Soviet Guttural Centre. 




ft A tecture by ?Wty Lama on “modcra British sculptures’* at the 


ft A lecture emitted 4 *Tbe Devriopmenl of the Dead Sea” by I 
Mohammad AfaBah at fee Goethe I nsrtftdr — 7HW jun. 
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NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


House panel discusses NMI law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Health and Environment Safety Commit- 
tee of fee Lower House of Parliament held a meeting Monday and 
discussed the National Medical Institution (NMI) law. The 
meeting, chaired by committee head Dr. Ahmad Innab, was 
attended by Minister of Health Mohammad Al Zaben and the 
president of the Jordan Medical Association as well as the deans of 
the faculties of medicine at fee University of Jordan and Jordan 
University for Science and Technology. 

7 killed, 151 hurt on the road in 1 week 

* 

■ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Seven people were killed and 151 were 
injured in 177 road accidents that occurred in the Kingdom during 
fee first week of February, according to a statistical bulletin issued 
Monday by the Traffic Department. The bulletin said that fee 
accidents ranged from knocking down pedestrians to collision 
between vehiocs in different areas. The bulletin noted that the 
total number of accidents increased m that week by 24 over the 
number of accidents in the previous week, causing 37 more 
injuries. The number of dead in the first week of February was less 
by six from fee previous week. Amman accounted for 110 of them, 
while fee rest took place in Zarqa, Balqa, Irbid, Karak, Maan and 
Mafraq districts, fee bulletin added. It said that nonadherence to 
traffic regulations and excessive speed were behind most accidents. 

No Alcohol on Thursday and Friday 

AMMAN (Petra) — All liquour stores, pubs, bars and night dubs 
in Amman will be dosed effective Thursday evening until Saturday 
morning in observance of M Israa Wal Mira], according to a 
feddon made by Amman Governor Mohammad Ali Al Amin. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Delegates 
from Arab and foreign countries 
Monday embarked on fee first 
international conference on soil 
solarisation at the University of 
Jordan to review modern 
methods of exploiting solar ener- 
gy to deal with sod-related prob- 
lems. 

The three-day conference, 
which is attended by 80 delegates, 
wQl review a total of 60 working 
papers dealing wife modern tech- 
nology in sou solarisation and 
help yield bumper oops at less 
cost and reduced use of chemical 
pesticides, according to confer- 


The opening session was 
addressed by Minister of Agricul- 
ture Suleiman Arabiyat, who 
noted that despite intensive 
efforts solar energy applications 
in this regard were still far below 
the aspirations and expectations. 

“The world hopes that solar 

energy can be fully exploited with 
a view to increasing agricultural 
production at lower costs and to 
help confront challenges and the 
widening gap between demand 
and supply of agricultural pro- 
ducts," the minister added. 

It is incumbent upon develop- 
ing nations which face a shortage 
of foreign currency to finance 
food Imports to rely more on 
technology to increase food pro- 
duction, the nmnster said. 

University President Mahmoud 


Al Samra noted in a speech that 
the Arab World annually imports 
60 per cent of its food needs from 
foreign countries. 

Estimates indicate that by fee 
end of the century, fee Arab 
Nation's revenues from oil can 
hardly be sufficient to pay for 
imported food. 

A representative of fee United 
Nations Food and Agriculture 
■Organisation (FAO), which is co- 
sponsoring the conference, noted 
in a speech that sol-borne pests 
were the first that plants encoun- 
ter before and after seed ger- 
mination and that the situation 
necessitates fee development of 
effective control measures. 

Dr. Mahmoud Al Taber said 
successful integrated pest man- 
agement programmes have to 
take into consideration two im- 
portant elements: crop sanitation 
and soil sanitation. 

He said that the conference 
aims to dismiss and illustrate 
available technology on soil solar- 
isation as an integrated method 
for improving plant health, 
growth and yield in arid agricul- 
ture and as a safe, cheap and 
effective alternative to chemical 
treatment. 

The participants are expected 
to visit the Jordan Valley to 
examine agricultural e x p erimen ts 
conducted by the University of 
Jordan’s Faculty of Agriculture. 


swindlers 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Mooday announced that two 
groups have been posing as spe- 
cialists in unearthing buried trea- 
sures and swindling people. 

“The victims were all deceived 
by the two gangs who offered to 
find fee gold and to sell it to those 
interested for prices far less than 
those on the local gold market," a 
police spokesman said in an inter- 
view wife the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra. 

The agency said that fee two 
gangs had their headquarters in 
fee eastern districts of Mafraq 
where they used to lure their 
victims by offering them different 
pieces of gold at tempting prices. 

He said in one instance a piece 
of gold worth JD 60 was sold by 
fee gang to the victims for JD 40 
in a bid to win their confidence. 
“Those pieces were in fact bought 
from local goldsmiths,” he said. 

According to the spokesman, 
the second step involved deman- 
ding large sums of money, 
reaching in some cases JD 40,000, 
for fee gold fee two groups would 
find. 

“Several people were taken in 
by the swindlers' bids but the 
PSD was able to block many 
other attempts and to foil the 
groups’ plans," the spokesman 
said. 

He said the victims were at first 
afraid to re port fee matter to the 
police for fear of being implicated 
in cases wife fee government 
since fee gangs had claimed that 
excavations were being con- 
ducted at archaeological sites 
which is foibidden. 

Members of the two groups 
would claim they can find gold 
treasures left hidden in Jordan by 
the Turks, the spokesman said. 

Once the victims had lost hope 
of retrieving their money as well 
as the gold, they began reporting 
•cases to the police, he added. 

The spokesman cited several 
cases in which the members of the 
two groups were able to rob 
thousands of citizens. 

“What is more disappointing." 
be said, “is that the majority of 
fee* two groups is 1 still at lane 
since they had been acquitted by 
the courts for lack of evidence." 


Amnesty 

sought 

for all 

political 

prisoners 

By Nermeen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A Public Free- 
doms Committee, which rep- 
resents members of 12 profes- 
sional associations, has urged 
fee government to grant 


general amnesty for the re- 
maining political prisoners 


ceptkms immediately,** Dr. 
Samir Yassin, deputy chair- 
man of fee Public Freedom’s 
Committee at the Professional 
Associations Complex, said 
Monday. 

Yassin said his committee 
(tit His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s decision to grant special 
pardon to 27 Jordanian and 
two Arab political prisoners. 


Majesty’s concern for fee 
Jordanian citizen's dignity.** 
He said that King's pardon 
was also another step on the 
way of ‘‘strengthening the 
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genera] amnesty to all politic- 
al prisoners and called for 
cancelling “administrative 
detention laws.” 

Under fee 1935 Defence 
Law passed during fee British 
mandate neriod. the eovern- 


detamees without trial. 
According to Jordanian 


fee one used last week, is 
granted by the King upon the 
recommendation of the 
Cabinet and does not erase 
the record of the crime from 
fee citizen's files. A special 
pardon cannot be granted to 


“These people granted a 
special pardon win never be 
able to run for municipal or 
parliamentary elections, nor 
can they obtain a good be- 
haviour certificate from 
security departments which is 
a prerequisite for certain 
kinds of employment, 1 * Yas- 
sin explained. 

On Thursday, King Hus- 
sein ordered fee 29 pofitkal 
prisoners freed to mark the 
first anniversary of the Arab 
Cooperation Coontil, which 
Jordan, Iraq, North 


A general amnesty, acoord- 
fog to Jordanian law, is 
granted by fee executive au- 
thority, and is endorsed by 1 


oases their record. The Pub- ■ 
Be Freedoms Committee is ] 
pressing the government fora | 
general amnesty for the re- • 
maming political prisoners 1 
and detainees “as pledged by 
Prime Minister Mndar Bad- 
ran during his vote of confi- 


House of Parliament, Yassin 


Yassin said a recent study 
by his committee showed that 
fee government still held 47 
prisoners and tight detainees 


The committee's study also 
indicated a few were con- 
victed of more serious off- 
ences, including involvement 
in murder or attempted mur- 
der of political and military 


The Pubfic Freedoms Com- 
mittee also decided to set one 
day a week to receive com- 
plaints from the public during 

which at least two members of 

a sub-committee wBl be avail- 
able to receive these com- 

“As of next week, Satur- 
days have been set for receiv- 
ing public complaints,” Yas- 
sin said, adding feat two 
members of the committee 
w91 be available from 3 p.m. 
tin 6 p.m. at the Professional 

Unions 

The ID- member committee 
will include: vetexinariaai 
Mahdi Aqrabawi, geologist 
Awxri Bataineh, pharmacist 
Raja Haddadiu, lawyer Aana 
Kbader, journalist Omar 
Abanda, pharmacist Sakha 
grammas , geologist Awai 
Fakhomi, lawyer Yofia Had- 
dadin, lawyer Mazia 
Irshodat and writer Nhner 
Sarfaaa. 
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Time for American 


action, now 


THE DECISION of the U.S. to abstain Friday on a 
resolution submitted to the United Nations Human Rights 
Commission (UNHRC) on human rights calling on Israel not 
to settle Sorkt Jews in “Palestinian and Arab” territories 
casts a shadow on Washington’s intentions on the entire 
Arab-Israeti conflicts. Not that the lonely UJ5. vote in the 
co mmissi on changed aqylMng as for as the commission’s 
resolution was concerned. What is disturbing is the implica- 
tions of that U.S. stance on the occupied territories and what 
it would mean when the United Nations Security Council 
convenes Wednesday to debate the entire issue of Jewish 
immig ration from the Soviet Union to Israel. If in tact there 
is an erosion in the American position on Security Council 
Res ol utions 242 and 338 and on the issue of Israeli 
settlements on the West Bank, then the Arab World has an 
entirely new situation that H must deal with, whatever the 
consequences. The U.S. abstention in the U.N. vote has 
indeed raised important questions, some of which woo 
asked by His Majesty King Hussein in his interview with the 
Washington Post two days ago. Are there doubts in the mind 
of the U.S. go vernm ent that the occupied territories are not 
Israeli territories and that Israel cannot populate them at 
wifi with newly-arrived immigrants from the Soviet Union 
or anywhere else for that matter? 

There is little room for the U.S. to evade the question 
since, regardless of what Israel says publicly, it is dear that 
it is not only a question of “absorbing the world Jews into 
Israel” but also of long-term dangers posed to the Palesti- 
nians, Jordan and the Arab World. If the U.S. is indeed 
sincere in its avowed intention to see a just and comprehen- 
sive peace settlement in the Middle East, then the time is to 
act now to remove the Israeli-imposed hurdles in the way to 
such a goat Until and unless such a move materialises out of 
Washington , American intentions will rema i n suspect. 






The peace process 




irroi 


Jordanian Arabic daily newspapers Monday carried editorials tell 
of criticism of Washington’s stand vis-a-vis the Arab Nation in 
general and the Palestinians in particular. 

A1 Ra*i daily said that the United States abstinence from voting on 
a United Nations human rights commi ssion'' s resolution on the 


right of the Palestinian people in their homeland can only reflect 
Washington's hostiKtv towards die Arab states. The justification 


Washington’s hostility towards the Arab states. The justification 
for Washington’s stand as given by the U.S. representative was so 
naive and reflects bad intentions on the part of the U.S. 


administration, the paper added. It is clear, said the paper, that 
Washington's stand represents an open hostility towards the rights 


Washington's stand represents an open hostility towards the rights 
of the Palestinians in their own homeland from which they had 
been turned away for so long. Does not the present American 
administration realise that Israel occupied Palestinian land since 
1967? asked the paper. The paper, which was commenting on 
King Hussein’s statement in the Washington Post, said that It 
seems Washington has adopted a new policy towards U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 242, and does not any more support 
Israel’s withdrawal from the occupied Arab lands. Thus it is dear 
that Washington has decided to dose the door for good before 
any peace efforts and has given its approval for the settlement of 
Jewish immigrants in occupied Palestinian land, the paper said. 


Writing in A1 Ra'i Arabic daily columnist Tareq Muarweh «»n« 
on Iraq and Jordan to review their decision for creating a joint air 
force training squadron and instead create a joint Jordanian- Iraqi- 
Syrian land and air corps that can match the Israel forces and deal 
them a heavy defeat. Ihe writer says that the Iraqis who came out 
victorious from an eight-year long war with Iran, seems to be 
better aimed and more ready for any combat by air and on the 
ground. This Arab power can be put to deal wijh the common 
threats posed by Israel and threatening the whole Arab Nation 
and the Arab Order, says the writer. A national corps is needed to 
defend the whole Arab World and not only Jordan, Syria and Iraq 
which together stand in a confrontation line in the free of die 
common enemy, the writer continues. Masaiweh says that Israel 


has committed a grave blunder by raiding the nuclear reactor in 
Basbdad. because it ooened the door for Iran to develoo its 


Baghdad, because it opened the door for Iraq to develop its 
weapons and to meet the technological and mmtaiy challenges. 


The writer urges the Arab press everywhere to dram up the idea 
of formula a muted Arab front after reconciliation between 


of forming a muted Arab front after reconciliation betw een 
Damascus and Baghdad and to create a solid unity in the face of 
the aggressors. 


A1 Dortour commented on King Hussein's statement in the 
Washing ton Post in which he criticised die United Stales fix' going 
back on its promises in helping to implement UJ4. Security 
Council Resolution 242. That resolution, the paper said deals with 


Council Resolution 242. That resolution, the paper said deals with 
the core of the Arab-Israeli conflict and, if implemented, can no 
doubt bring about peace to the area, the paper noted. What we 
know is that the United States had declared its support for the 
Resolution 242 as a basis for peace, but its attitudes say otherwise, 
the paper noted. It said that Washington has been encouraging 
and supporting the migration of Soviet Jews to Palestine, andhas 
lately abstained from voting on a resolution on Palestinian human 
righ ts. This attitude, said the paper, indicates beyond doubt that 
Washington has now adopted a new policy towards the Arahs at a 
Hag when it realises that it is Israel's cu r rent atrocities in the 
occupied which prevent the establishment °f peace. 


tfrr) 


De Klerk, Mandela work together for peace 


ft 


By Barry Renfrew 
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JOHANNESBURG, Sooth Afri- 
ca — From completely different 
worlds. Nelson Mandela and 
President Lw. de Klerk are trying 
to find a common ground be- 
tween South Africa's whites and 
blacks in hopes of bringing peace 
to their country. 

Despite opposition and threats 
from opponents and extremists 
on both sides, the two men are 
forming an unlikely in 

their quest to end centuries of 
racial conflict and replace white- 
. minority rule with a power-shar- 
ing arrangement. 

De’Kkxk is head of the party 
that created apartheid to enforce 
white rale forever. Mandela en- 
dured 27 yeans in prison for fight- 
ing whftMninori rule. 

The white leader comes from a 
background of wealth and pri- 
vilege. Mandela lived amid the 
poor black masses, struggling to 
get an education and then throw- 
ing himself into the fight against 
apartheid. 

“Mr. de Klerk and Mr. Mande- 
la have established a relatio nship 
that could be the key in a society 
so rigidly divided by race poli- 
tics,” said former U.S. presiden- 
tial candidate Jesse Jackson after 
seeing the two men. 

In a bold attempt to start nego- 
tiations on ending white-minority 
rule and sharing power with 
blacks, de Klerk legalised the 
African National Congress 
(ANC) and other black opposi- 
tion groups and on Feb. 11 re- 
leased Mandela,. The black leader 
has responded with peace ges- 
tures of his own. 

In what promises to be an 
equally important step, the Afri- 
can National Congress, the main 
anti-apartheid group, announced 
from its headquarters in Zambia 
Friday that it would send dele- 
gates for peace talks with de 
Klerk. 

Many South Africans have 
been deeply impre ss e d by the resotat- 
km and vision of Mandela and de 
Klerk. After years of worrying 


about an on certain future, the 
two men have created hope that 
the country’s divisions can be 
solved. 

Jubilant blacks celebrating 
Mandela's release showed a new 
attitude to the white government 
by chanting, “viva comrade de 
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The two men have expressed 
admiration for each other and 
reportedly have established a per- 
sonal rapport. 

Mandela and de Klerk say 
South Africa’s many ethnic and 
tribal groups must sit down and 
work out a dew future where the 
rights of all are ensured or face 
the threat of war. 

Mandela, while saying he sup- 
ports continued armed struggle 
against the apartheid system, has 
stressed the need for comprom- 
ise. Since his release, Mandela 
h a s said he is willing to negotiate 
on everything, including the long- 
standing black demand of one- 
man, one- vote and full demo- 
cracy. 

“Compromise must be made in 
respect to every issue, as long as 
that com pr omise is in the interest 
not only of one population group, 
but the country as a whole,” he 
said in an interview. 

He has repeatedly stressed that 
whites face no threat in a demo- 
cratic Sooth Africa. 

De Klerk also stresses com- 
promise. “All cf now have an 
opportunity and the responsibil- 
ity to prove that we are capable of 
a peaceful process in creating a 
new South Africa,” he sgid. 

But de Klerk and Mandela win 
need far more than good inten- 
tions to solve the e n o r mo us prob- 
lems confronting South Africa. 
The two sides are far apart on 
most of the major issues. 

The governing National Party 
says it opposes majority rale be- 
cause the 5 milli on whites would 
be swamped by the 28 million 
blacks. Government leaders 
favour a const i t uti on based on 
“group rights” where the whites 
would retain some hold on 
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and social divisions are. just as big 
a problem #s political inequality. 
South Africa’s wealth is concen- 


trated in white bands, and most 
blacks still live in squalid 
townships or barren rand areas, 
st raggling to survive. 


power. 

Mandela has said economic 


mg, not ghettos... our people 
need a living wage,” Mandela 
said. 

But while many whites want a 
political solution, there are few 
signs that they are willing to give 
np their high standards of living 
and accept a major redistribution 
of wealth. 


Many whites’ want to keep 
segregated neighbourhoods, 
schools and other facOrties, bat 
blacks want rapid change and 
integration. 

The two leaders also face 
oppostion from within their own 
ranks. Black and white hard- 
liners oppose any kind of peace- 
ful compromise. 

The pro-apartheid Conserva- 
tive Party is at tem pt in g to rally 
whites to oust de Klerk and force 
new elections. Up to 40,000 angry 
whites marched in Pretoria Feb. 
15 as the Conservatives began a 
campaign to halt the govern- 


ment’s reforms. 

“It’s a complete capitulation. 
When die time comes and they 
want to enforce black Communist 
government on the whites, :they 
will have to do it by force. We 
won’t accept it peacefully,” - said 
Koos van der Merwe, a spokes- 
man for the Coservatives, who 
long accused ANC leaders of 
being Communists. 

The government for many 
years has depicted die ANC as a 
Communist-controlled terrorist 
group, although in recent months 
it has appeared to have refrained 
from using the labels. 


Black opposition groups are 
also split. Groups such as me pan 
African Congress have nted slo- 
gans such as, “one (white} settler, 
one bullet” and trratfondrttibal 
leaders oppose any settlement 
that would deprive them of 
power. 

De Klerk and Mandela win 
have to retain substantial snpport 
in their respective c onsti t ue ncies 
as they begin to make concessions 
at the negotiating table. They are 
likely to need all of their strength 
and skills to retain snpport. ami 
preserve stability in tiro months 
ahead. 


Herbert Wehner, an impassioned German 


Social Democrat advocate of common sense 




arties 


One of the great figures of Ger- 


Wehner, has died at the age of 
83. This appreciation was written 
by former Sodal Democrat chan- 
cellor, Hdnut Schmidt now an 
executive editor of the weekly 
paper. Die Zest 


HUNDREDS of thousands of 
Social Democrats have reason to 
be grateful to Herbert Wehner, 
who died cm Jan. 19, aged 83. 

Minions of Germans greatly 
regretted, while respecting, his 
inevitable decision to re tire from 
politics in 1983 — and now re- 
member him wish nostalgia. 

I loved him, even though he 
was a rough diamond and definite 
what at times were unacceptable, 
uncontrolled outbreaks of tem- 
perament and his occasional 
vituperative insults. 

For he was a great man, an 
instinctive patriot, an unfailing 
advocate of the downtrodden and 
oppressed, and. a democrat as a 
resnltof the most bitter personal 
experience in the first half of his 
life. 








u Germans East and:West were 
.-.able to embrace, all. smiles and. 
-tears. ■*.••• - •” ~ 

That they were- able to do so 
was partly dne to Herbert 
Wehner’s untiring efforts to 
maintain the inner cohesion of 
tiae German people. 

As a patriot he viewed Ger- 
many in its historic con tex t and 
was outdone by none in his critic- 
al love of his fatherland. 

I hav e ground foe personal 
gratitude.. When he and Willy 
Brandt urged me to take the 
defence portfolio in 1969 I was 
most relu ctan t, being well aware 
of the SFD’s pacifist leanings, 
which have often enough led it to 
naively reject the anned for ces. 

_ I eventually agreed, on condi- 
tion that Herbert Wehner was 
made by successor as pariiamen- 
tary party leader. I know he 
would defend me, the first SPD 
defence minister, from Social 
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elections 


By Adrian Croft 

Reuter 


MANAGUA — With both main 
contenders in next Sunday’s 


Nicaraguan elections . convinced 
they will win and suspicious of 



He was a Social Democrat par 


He joined the Communist Par- 
ty in Saxony in 1927 as a 21-year- 
old, stayed in Germany until 
1935, then emigrating and work- 
ing in many European countries, 
as he had in Germany, for the 


also defended Schumacher’s re- 
jection of. the Federal Republic 
joiiiiDg Western Europe — be- 
cause that would finalise the di- 
vison of G e rmany . 

Yet eight years after Schu- 
macher’s death, on June 30, 1960, 


Herbert Wehner, partly influ- 
enced by his friend Jean Mozmet, 


He was later involved in in- 
fighting among German Com- 
munist Amgtes in Moscow. 

During the war, while impris- 
oned in Sweden in 1942, he aban- 
doned Communism; initiall y, 
perhaps, for survival’s sake but 
later because he had experienced 
and learnt democracy. 

For at least 20 years he suffered 
bitterly pom being suspected, 
both coincidentally and inten- 
tionally, of being a fellow- 
traveller. 

I first met him in H am b urg in 
1946 when he was closely associ- 
ated with the first post-war SPD 


enced by his friend Jean Mozmet, 
acknowledged the fait accompli 
of European integration on die 
SPD’s behalf. 

Leading Social Democrats snch 
as Ernst Reuter, Carlo Schmidt 
and Fritz Erler j«ved the way for 
tins decision, but it was Herbert 
Wehner who took it, with an 
uncommonly sure instinct for 
political necessity and for the 
right moment. 

His political instinct was what 
prompted him to pave the way for 
the Grand Coalmen (of Christian and 
Social Democrats) in the early 
1960s. It was formed five years 
later, -in December 4966. 


The working class has btien 
joined by very large and disparate 
groups of white-collared workers 
and dvil servants. The working 
class itself has subdivided. 

But the fact remains that a 
state in which the working class 
does not {day a formative role is 
impossible, and would definitely 
be unbearable, in the logg ran. 

. Wehner was Well aware of the 
fact, and working people always 
sensed it, whether m the Rohr or 
in his Hamburg constituency. No- 
where were Social Democrats 
more attached to him than in the 
working class. 

Wehner had almost reached 
the middle of his li fe by the thm* 
be joined the SPD. He was keen 
to leave a great deal behind him 
when he broke with Communism, 
but he didn't need to break with 
the historic origins of the idea on 
winch Socialism was based, the 
har ds hip of the working class, the 


Hie had been a cabinet minis- 
ter, and willingly so, but agreed 
— and lived np to my expecta- 
tions. 


their opponents; fears are grow- 
ing that voting could be marred 
by violence. 

“There is tension and I throb 
this tension will increase,” Anto- 
ni o Lacayo, campaign manager 

for the national opposition union, 
known as UNO, told a news 


tional election observers, UNO 
has repeatedly said it ferns the 
Sandfrnstas could try to stealths 
election through fraud. .. 

Interior Minister Tomas 
Boige, a Samfinh iM hardliner , 
responded by saying the pofice 
would punish anyone who toed to 
get dose to polling centres after 
voting dosed. 

He also accused the UNO of 
planning to , use 'armed “shod: 
groups” to provoke violence on 
el e cti o n day and indicated the 


Later, during my eight years as 
federal chancellor, he repeatedly 
kept me free from SPD cross-fire, 
ana I often followed his advice. 

Longstanding of an SPD 
leadership troika pleased neither 
Willy Brandt nor Herbert 
Wehner nor me too much. In 
reality we were very different 
mdividuak. But I always relied 
on Wehner and was never let 
down. 

We had naturally had earlier 
disagreements, in the 1950s and 
1960s. “Unde Herbert” was nev- 
er avuncular, he was argumenta- 
tive. But he was a true friend. 

Years ago the journalist Rolf 
Zundel equated Wehner and 
Adenauer, and rightly so. But he 
added, writing on Wehner’s 
80th birthday, that: 

“He never did succeed in re- 


ft also pro mp ted him to ensure thar nursery in which socialist ideas 

the statute of fimftations did not flourished and the solidarity of 
_11 ■ * 


allow Nazi kifiers to get off scot- 
free. It pro mpt ed him to inter- 


Sammactaer fascinated me too, 
although his nationalist pa thos 
put me off. 

Wehner, in contrast, who was 
working as a journalist at the 


Echo, did not seem to be npset by 
the SPD leader's nationalism. 


Both were glowing patriots yet 
at the same time internationalists 
in hewng with generations of 
Social Democratic tradition. 

Schumacher had realised soon- 
er than Wehner that Stalin was 
subtly and brutall y exploiting tra- 
ditional socialist internatio nalism 
for the sake of his own Soviet 


well remember Schumacher’s 


m g peop le's interests, their social 
security or industrial democracy 
were at stake. 

Wehner’s identification with 
the wor king class was fun- 
damental. University graduates 
and teachers now occasionally 
refer to the wor ldq g duo; move- 
ment as an important and instruc- 
tive histone phenomenon they 
have read about and studied. For 

Herbert Wehner it was part of his 
own life. 

The role of the working daw 
changed in the course of his life. 
Its social sta t us , its standard of. 
firing and the prospects of 
advancement for working d«* 
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axiom that Communists were just children all changed very wmrf i 
“red-painted Fascists,” * for the better. 

Wehner imconditknullv de- They did so lareehr due m th- 


Wehner unconditionally de- 
fended Schumacher, who was 
seriously d isabl ed in the war. He 


They did so largely due to the 
SPD and to its ptfcamcntary 
party leader Herbert Wehner. 


the working class. 

He didn’t need to; be would 
n eit her have wanted nor have 
been able to do so. * 

Yet he was a prime mover 
when the 1959 Godesbeig Man- 
ifesto transformed the SPD from 
a class-based to a mass-based 
popular parly, a move some Mar- 
xists mistakenly criticised as a 
betrayal of the working class. 

Godesbeig, the SPD’s break- 
through to a realistic assessment 
of the economic, social, domestic 
and foreign policy changes Ger- 
many had undergone, would not 
have succeeded when it dk) had it 
not been fur Herbert Wehner’s 
.political rating* 

Last year, as a late consequ- 
ence of the 1966-72 Bonn’s 
treaties with East Bloc states, of 
the 1975 Hehmki Final Act, of. 
our s tau nch support for Western 
integration aha, last not least, of 
Mr. Gorbachev's gUsoost policy, 


solving the primal contradiction 
of politics, the contradiction be- 


tween power and humanity; he 
embodied ft.” 


i 

“We have to act maturely to 
stop this tension l«wSng to things 
we don’t want to happen in Nicar- 
agua,” he said. 

The campaign reached new 
levels of bitterness last week with 
die ruling Sandfrnstas and the 
UNO, their main opponents, 
accusing each other of having 
shadowy plans for violence, fraud 
or revenge after the elections. 

The leftist Sandinistas, in pow- 
er since a 1979 revolution, and 
the U.S. -backed UNO, a 14-par- 
ty alliance, have each said they 
axe certain they will triumph at 
the polls. 

Seme diplomats said foe im- 
pression among many opposition 
followers that the UNO could 
only lose through fraud could 
create a dangerous situation. 

The government also ac- 
cused U.S.-backed co n tra rebels, 
who have faugh* a nine-year 


ters power to combat trouble- x - 
makers. ... 

Boige said UNO activisfe-weie 
already using violence 
Sandinista supporters., One 
woman wearing doth** with San- 


strip at gunpoint by UNO mili- 
tants and another woman was 
beaten, he said. 


President Darnel Ortega caQed 


on Godoy last week to clarify 
a statement that UNO ‘would 


Again, rightly so. On the very 
same day Franz Josef Strauss, 
who for years had been at the 
receiving end of Wefaner’s sharp 
tongue, wrote: 

*T have always seen Herbert 
Wehner as a man who strictly (fid 
his duty anH was able to ammowvi 
a great deal of others became be 
spared hmwJf feast of all.” - 

“Til take ft all in my stride,” I 
often heard Wehner say. He was 
tough, and often made only gra- 
dual headway. But he <nd the 
SPD canse and the German peo- 
ple good. 

He did so as.a sound judge of 
what was possible, as an impafr- 
stoned advocate of common 


tas, of planning to disrupt the 


a statement that UNO ‘would 
“make the Sandmistas pay” if it 
won the elections. He said the 
Sandinistas .could also make 
UNO pay by tin mug its leader^ 
homes mto childre n’s centres. 

Opposition leaders suggested 
that the government was using 
toogh la ng ua ge became it had 
been rattled by a surge in snpport 
for UNO in recent weeks. 

UNO’s campaign lacklustre in 
the early stages, has gathered « 
steam recently and its rafifesaxe ** 
now attracting huge enthu- 
siastic crowds. 


The Honduras-based contras 
said last week that the Sandhrista 
army was preparing to faonefa an 
offe nsive on election day «nri 
their fighters were on alert to 
defeat it. 

UNO vice-presidential candi- 
date Vngfifo Godoy told Reuters 
last week that the 
planned to send their supporters 
mto the streets late on election 

day. 

If they did so, Godoy said, 
UNO would caH on its supporters 
to congregate at polling c entres 
when voting dosed to “defend 
tiie validity of their votes.” 

“The Sandmistas are promot- 


sense, with a will to be xesponsi- ihg an attemjrt to disrupt order on 
Me — and in unswerving loyalty • election day and we are not going 
to the fundamental values of to remain impassive,’’ Godoy 
Basic Law, the 1949 Bonn con- said. 

stitstion. . Despite some 1,500 mtema- 


A Western ifiplomat said UNO 
teaders had privately expressed 
fears that the g ove rnm en t copU ' 
Provoke violence on ejection 
m^m a pretext for halting the 
poll if UNO Was w nwiinjr 
But he dismissed these fears 
and said he believed the govern- 
ment's tough language was a tao- 
tic to place the blame on the 
opposition if there were any out- 
bseaks of violence . _ . 

Viole nce ran counter to. the 
government’s desire to have the 
elections certified fair by interna- 

observers, be said. 

? nIy person ha$ 
been killed m election vioteaceso 

by Latin. American sten- 


Raders said heads 

?[»nld intervene with bothmmor 
pwties to call for caha^ ’ 


X* -• 
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RSS is nucleus for 5th university — Mulki 


AMMAN 

Scientific 


m 


’ The RopI 

_ ITALupoasRoyxI 

Oeopee, u a nstionsi res earch 

mm JuaaajMknuni 

wo ociwpnQi mom to 
wodc 81 lOcaftfic *pd trfackb 
feidi yrfatnd R) tie develop* 


lor a^meoee degm is com* 



.a 

mr eno i In the 


oka] ■entices to the pubfr. nd 
private secure. ftSSseefrxtode- 




caoperatioo tie* vitb sfmflsr _ 
stkaiiom at On Arab and fefter- 
nitioul levch. It* afart and 
objectives were act up to cope 
with those prospects. 

On tbe legal room of RSS, Dr. 
Ham Mofla, President of RSS. 
said: “RSS was a national fodc- 
pc adept institution, aon-tof- 


ID 300,000. no Deanes t more 
t vwiw ocBunn g wc aie uno 


c o v er tU mffldj ap from its re- 
Xjgi to 

borrow from local banks through- 



its em er g ence until 1987. when 
the imoroa law Number 30 of the 
Higher Council for Sdeocc and 

was 
to this taw. 

i to end 

teduxdoacal 



4 siffioo. Mdki added that there 
are 547 cupfovoes fa RSS; 38 of 
them are PhJD balden, 62 arc 
*MA holders, 22 are ctpkwii 
bokfag, 49 are c o c nmun ity col- 
lege graduates red 134 are of 



dnj 

On lAether there could be a 


t her e fore , the authorities of the 
then Bored of Tran ces o f RSS 
were o iafci wd to HCST. "RSS 
the noccwtry cost* 

tacts to anerpret this Znr and 

S°S5^Surf^lSS^S , then 

be amended to comply with the 
final interpretation of the 
aforesaid law," Mufti said. 


ogy and the RSS. Multi said: 
“HCST is a body concerned with 
up the overall potiey and 
fiOff Riwl 

defines the 




w hich are 
ti&cccnCi 
the yn cif t 


by foesdea- 
toit. 


tines, RSS works with in fellow 


available to RSS. Multi said, 
"the financing of RSS h derived 
from research and ffutaooaractK 
that RSS canfes out for various 


HCST. However, RSS re ceives 
some support from HCST to car- 


bbontoiy 


are covered by the institution 
HmKw with higher educa t ion. 

Main pointed out that “to 
meet Jordan's n e eds for speaMi- 
te in the field of eonmnter soft- 
ware, RSS estabfebed in 1976 
Princess Sumayi College for In- 
formatics, a community ooflege 
that graduates about sixty stu- 
dents every year. In addftion. 


comp etence in which specialists 
from the pohfic and novate in' 
Hitutioiis psnxKwci 
"At pferenTMiiIti said "RSS 
is conwdering the pO Mfofli ty of 
upgrading Pr in ce ss Snmaya Col- 
lege to become a four-year mri- 



**- plan and priorities. 


the Hi 
Thus, RSS 


boss it provides; the technical 
assistance it recrivcs from same 
advanced countries inch as Were 
Germany, Japan, Switzerland, 
Canada, and int erna ti o n a l orga- 
nisations such as die European 
Co mmuni ty and United Nations 
organisations; donations from 
An ib coun t ri es such as Unified 
Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Saadi 
Arabia, Omar nod Iraq, in addi- 
tion to the animal grant provided 
by the Jordan's government.*' 
The number, of local muta- 
tions that RSS dealt with dining 
the last ten years is abort 500 
institutions. During tfaatiipqfaf 
RSS car ried out abort two mfi- 
lion laboratory tests on materials 
and products in the fields of 
foodstuff, chemicals, building 
materials, electric, electronic and 
mechanical products, leather, 
paper, textile... etc. The figures 
show that RSS, with fts num e rous 
capabilities, plays a major role in 
these fields as the fdeatific pla- 
ning it adopts responds to tire 
actual needs of Jordan, ado 


co nt r a di ct with ft. In other words, 
the relation be t wee n RSS and 
HCST is the same com- 

pi w^Rny y tuft n it itf il ithtios 

that was held previously 
RSS aod its Board of* 


On means of exploiting RSS 
technological sqvices to enhance 
Jordan’s development process 
and solving its problems MoUti 
said, "Let me provide yon with a 
summary on tint.” In the field of 
food testing and determination of 
extent of contamination with 


amn* 

jor role in pro te ct i ng citizens 
from the of attSMtioa •— 

particularly after the Cher n o byl 
modest— diw^h marntaiurng a 
cotuinuoos control on foodstuffs 
imported from Europe, using its 
qualified cadres and well-equip- 
ped laboratories no make sure 
tint such food was radiation free 
and in co tnpfi a ncP r with interna- 
tional standards. The RSS also 


boos related to various aspects of 
safet y in the Kingdom. 

In the field of using nuclear 

for 



taitfog 

(NDT), RSS carried out 
reveal pro j ects related to testing 
water pipes * w f i "^* n g the Deir 
ABa- Amman pipeline; hence tire 
non- Jordanian expert ise in this 
faM was excluded. RSS, furth- 
ermore. trains employees of 
national companies fa the field of 
NDT. These c ompani es , conse- 
quently, con du ct technological 
p ro j ect s in neigUrearing Arab 
c ountries based on technology 
acquired from RSS. 

m the fie ld of wii ex resources 
protection from po ta tion, RSS 


A*a}f*tnj mwI t**/a tKwy | felge 

number of wastewater tr eatme rt 
plants. Rnafafag that ledmolo- 


MnSri said that RSS ran even 
tastamdScirtraieiBsow- 
Iqg the hxfaatriri sector hi Jordan 

_ roe prpapea 

and cnbaacfeg tire productivity of 
this sector, 3 the gownnuen^s 
If hXRsafed to J.D. 



of equipment, 

paid ^wi ii to 

ctocttuBic mamtenance. thus aav- 
ing the country from speeding 
matey on substitute equipment. 

The RSS also paid iprriil rttun- 
tiou id cafouiga of electronic 
eq ui pm en t which used to be con- 
dieted in industrial co un tri es 
oejy. That is why, RSS trained 
necea sar y cadres, acquired adv- 
anced eq uipment , and conse- 
quently became capable of pro- 
“d* dhringwiih ea services in 

Hrif 

eroded Jordanian c s t s hfislim epis 
*ad covered others in Arab coun- 
tries. RSS also promoted its acti- 
vities by motritorfag and examfo* 
mg bmkfing materials as well as 
provkfaK consultancy sendees to 
attain tbs required good stan- 
dard, using locally-made mate- 
rials. 


■ / ■ ■ ■ - 
T r ‘ : 



Jordan played a tfatin g msh ed 
role in the field of renewable 
energy. Experts of some indust- 
rial countries regarded Jordan as 
ooe of the most writable countries 


A 1965 file photo of a unit at the RSS's res ea rc h laboratory (above) and below a general view of the 
society’s rite. 



owing to the efforts 
in tins field. Jordan was one of 
tire toatfiqg countries that used 
renewable energy oq commercial 
beam. This fariudes designing so- 
lar water heaters, and «» w * a "w > g 
wind and solar energy stations in 
the desert for water pumping. 

These stations were designed and 
erected by RSS employees. The 
RSS efforts and ac h i e v em ents in 
tire field of renewable energy 
applica ti ons prompted tire Ger- 
man government to choose Jor- 
dan as one of ten countries to 
inmlancut the Worldwide Photo- 
voltaic Testing Progr amme . RSS 
also received a donation of five 
million marks from West Gcr- 
many to enable it to p ar t i c ipat e in 
tins programme which inrinrica 
providing expertise and training 
progr amm es for tire developing 
countries as well as deafening ana 
fastening tire required suitable 
eq uip m ent . 

In the field of computer n>- 
pferthm and mfonnatkm, RSS 
wai tfae fi rff - tbot 

used oonqmfor fa various fields. 
This included prov idi ng oonsul- 
tancy services, assistiogm setting 
up standards for tire purchase of 
co mput er sets to the private and 



public sectors, as weO as training 
employees from various institu- 
tions, and prepufag computer 
programmes. This, in turn, en- 
abled Jordan to avoid employing 
forp ^gqcx pcrtg and c omp an ies i 

RSS is the only accredited body 
fa Jordan as a.scientific and tech- 
nical information centre within 


the framework of the Jordan 
National Information System. 
Within this context, RSS coordin- 
ates scientific information and 
provides it to derision-makers 
and r esear c her s^ . In .this field, 
RSS cooperates with the con-' 1 
earned parties in tire Arabisation 
of terminal* and developing edu- 
cational soft ware . The training 


programme at Prince ss Sumaya 
College for Informatics was one 
of tire most important program- 
mes through which RSS could 
provide institutions using compu- 
ter sets with their requirement of 
trained cadres. Almori every in- 
stitution in Jordan has .at least 
one employee who had got bis 
training is this field at RSS. 


Saving the 

world’s climate 


By AnB Markandya 

THE global environmental issues 
facing us today, of global warm- 
ing, Joss of tiie ozone layer, 
biodiversity and protection of 
Antarctica, pose serious scien- 
tific, technological and political 
challenges. Whereas the scientific 
and industrial communities are 
responding to foe first two of 
these, tiie third is still inadequate- 
ly addresed. 

How can tbe costs of protecting 
the environment be shared 
among countries; and what in- 
stitutions are needed to cope with 
the many complex economic, leg- 
al and social issues that arise? 

. Take, for example, tbe control 
of substances that deplete the 
ozone layer. An agreement was 
hammered out under the auspices 
of tbe United Nations Environ- 
ment Programme (UNEP) in 
1987 in Montreal, Canada, to 
reduce tire emissions of CFCs 
and halons in a phased manner, 
with developing countries being 
given longer to achieve given 
reductions. 

Forty-six nations signed this 
protocol and 39 have now ratified 
it. But populous countries such as 
India, China and Brazil have not 
signed. Their argument is that the 
current problem is of the rich 
countries’ making arjd they do 
not sec why their development 
should suffer as a result. 

If they are to participate, they 
need to be compensated. How 
can this be done? 

Firs! we need to decide what it 
is that will require compensation 
and then we have to find a suit- 
able mechanism for making that 
compensation. 

Compensation will arise be- 
cause developing countries will 
find themselves malting and using 
more expensive substitutes to re- 
piaoe tire CFCs and halons; be- 
cause they will need to adapt the 
technology that employs these 
substances, for example the refri- 
geration industry, the production 
of foam and the like; and because 
some of tbe capital equipment 
that.they need to import for their 
economic development — tike 
refrigerated transport and indust- 
rial refrigeration — will be more 
expensive. 

The total amount of compensa- 
tion required for these purposes 
has not been estimated in detail 
biit the indications are that it trill 
run into hundreds of millions of ■ 
dollars. - 

The richer countries, particu- 


larly tbe U.S. and tire U.K.. 
oppose tbe proliferation of inter' 
national institutions, complaining 
that there are too many bureauc- 
rats and international bodies 
already. 

However, if surii funds are to 
be dispensed justly and efficient- 
ly. the capacity of some existing 
institution win have to be con- 
siderably enhanced. Bureaucrats 
will be needed and they will have 
an important and difficult task. 

It is relatively unimportant 
whether we create a separate 
agency or increase the functions 
of an existing one. More impor- 
tant is that it functions to please 
most of its clients — the donors 
and recipients — most of the 
time. That wQl not be an easy 


Tbe Montreal Protocol addres- 
ses only a small pan of tbe 
environmental problem. The 
greenhouse effect is a much big- 
ger one and will probably entail 
enormous transfers from tbe 
richer to tbe poorer nations. 

The land of institution that is 
appropriate will also depend on 
how we decide to make the trans- 
fers. If there is to be a one-off 
compensation payment then a 
legal secretariat, with technolo- 
gical and economic backing, is 
probably appropriate. But if the 
transfers are to be based on a 
c o n tinui ng estimate of the costs 
of compliance then we may need 
more innovative institutions. 

One mechanism that could 
combine tbe goals of efficiency 
and equity is the use of tradeable 
permits. If each country were to 
be given permits to, say, emit 
carbon dioxide in accordance 
with its size, and if the total 
number of such permits were to 
be limited to less than what is 
currently being emitted, then the 
richer countries would have to 
“buy” permits from the poorer. 

Such transfers would have the 
property of being effective fa 
reducing the emissions at least 
cost, and foe advantage of not 
being regarded as mere hand- 
outs” from the rich to the poor. 

To implement such a scheme, 
however, would require a new 
kind of institution: a cross be- 
tween a commodities exchange 
and foe Bank for International 
Settlements. An alternative 
would be to introduce a carbon 
tax, with agreed differentials be- 
tween conn tries, and to use' the 
proceeds to subsidise technolo- 
gical development in the less de- 
veloped countries. — PANOS 


Algerian rai stars playing to an international audience 


By Philip Shdtadi 

Reuter 

ORAN, Algeria — Algerian nd 
star Honan Bendmnet, hard- 
pressed dnring a foort break be- 
tween gigs fa Paris and Algiers, 
looked at Us watch and asked: 
"Have you tirMhma the inter- 
view?” 

Benchcaet has had little time 
to spare since an international 
audience hungry for ethnic-based 
"world mnskr* discovered Alger- 
ia’s vibrant Mend of African 
and Western pop. 
in foe brothels and 
caberets of this mediterranean 
port in foe 1920s when women 
who lost their men fa die first 
world war sang the bines to Arab 
flutes and d rums , rai is gaining 
fern abroad even as its popularity 
at home has peaked. 

"We're out to conquer world 


rhgh 


ma r ke t s with a mi xt ure of the 
Arab and die Western,” said'’ 
Amar Bdahcene, manager of 
another rai star, 23-year-old 
Cheb Maim. 


Benchenet is preparing 1 
recording for a French label. 
Cheb Muni, after srtd-out dates 
fa cfabs in New York and Mon- 
treal last year, is set to record 
soon in Los Ansdes. 

Cheb called the "long 

of red” by Algerians, released a 
landmark recording last year with 
U.S.-trained Algerian jazzman 
Safy BortcOa that incorporated 


yotmg 


A 1966 rai festival fa Bobigny, 
on the outskirts of Paris, masked 
die sound’s international debut 
and so m e music w rit er s have 
since called it the "reggae of the 
90s.” 

Rai swept Algeria in the 1980s, 
bunting out of Oran's working- 


class neighbourhoods to captivate 
North African youth with its raw, 
sensual energy and p rovocative 
lyrics. 

Its pulsating beat still blares 
from street corners, car radios 
and nightclubs in this most free- 
wheeling and open of Algerian 
cities, voicing the frustrations of 
millions of downtrodden 
people. 

At its birth in the 1920s, when 
Oran was a vibrant French colo- 
nial port, "rai” meant misfortune 
-fa the local Arab dialect and foe 
young men, or “cheb,” who re- 
vived the genre in the 1950s 
vented their own. 

"Rai ex pre s s e s all the frustra- 
tions of Algerian youth, every- 
thing rft * lacks — love, freedom 
and a* job,” said Zubeidah Haza- 
rd, a pro fe ssor at die University 
of Oran. 

Lyrics were by Arab standards 


so sexually explicit that rai was 
banned from Algerian airwaves 
until 1986, a year after tbe music 
won official backing at a festival 
in Oran attended by more than 
200,000 people. 

Once regarded as dangerous 
subversives for rin g in g abort un- 
employment and corruption, rai 
singers are now seen as hot ex- 
port commodities earning badly 
needed hard currency. 

But the lyrics lave been toned 
down as musicians sought respec- 
tability at home and an audience 


"The forbidden fruit side is 
gone. The subversive side has 
softened, there is even a petit 
bourgeois spirit,” said Hadj 
Saim, a p rofessor at Oran’s music 
conservatory. 

Benchenet started singing rai in 
the mid-1970s, accompanied by 
violin, accordus and drams. "We 


would gather in tbe neighbour- 
hood to sing and enjoy 
ourselves,” he said. “We went to 
weddings to listen to die cbebs 
mid cbebaats (young women).” 

Today’s nu bands use electric 
bass, guitar and organ and in- 
creasingly seek out modern stu- 
dios abroad to upgrade foe tinny 
sound of local cassettes with rich 
Western arrangements. 

Elements of jazz, reggae and 
foe latest Western dance music 
are woven into rhythms. 

“The most important thing is 
that someone who does not 
understand the Arabic words can 
still like the music,” Benchenet 
said. 

As rai gains momentum 
abroad, however, domestic cas- 
sette sales are down and Mami, 
Khaled and other stars have 
moved to France, hone to nearly 
a nudum Algerian immigrant*. 


Purists say the musicians can 
blame only themselves for their 
fading popularity at home, saying 
die new rai is too commercial. 

The rise of Islamic fun- 
damentalism is another factor, 
while economic problems have 
left Algerians with little to spend 
on tapes or mnsic cfabs. 

An official involved in promot- 
ing rai in Oran said a large 
number of the youths who 
thronged the first festival in 1985 
may have joined the country's 
burgeo nin g ftn ufamwifafa t mow. 

meat — and traded rai for casset- 
tes of Koranic readings. 


One singer has become a muez- 
zin, calling foe faithful to prayer. 

biit abroad, where tbe music is 
still novel, tiie potential is great. 
“There is still lots to be done to 
make rai better known abroad,” 
said Belahceae. 
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For aO your 

Packing, 

Air Freight F or w ardi ng, 


Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

AAf/.V KA WAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shme&uii 
P .Cl. Box 7»J6 
Amman Jordan 
TeL 604676. 604696 


The first & best 

Chkieift Restaurant 
hi Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabat Amman, near 
Ahtyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:3Q-Midnigbt 

T*LS3t969 




CROWN 

INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storagsig. 
clearing, door-to-door 


i 




MANDARIN 

Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuistne in Amman 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 


(hen daily 12:00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road -near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

X Tel: 661922 / 


EVERY 

r n day 

PEOPLE WHO NEEV 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 

CALL US/ 


ElectroHix 




P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


TeL 604671 






CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers 1 Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaquefw 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m . . 

x 6:30 -Midnight 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:> 

* JUMBO photo 


mm mniarg* 

20 x 30 cm 


Shmcisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh (el: 823891 



Between 
,1 at. 6 2nd. 
ireie 

Jabel Ammon 
T»|;6542QS 
For 

LUNCH & DINNER 

■mu ill! 


Slide film 
Processing by 

Konica 

Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at ■ 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open Daily 12.30-3,30 pm 
7.30-T1.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3fd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 
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Saudi 

Real Estate 

RENTAL 687821 


SALES 687822 
CALLSOHA 



Vcjr? 

i 

Omani Fish Restaurant 

Abdoun-Joriaa Supermarket Budding 


Amman's Mo. 1 Fish Restaurant 
Homily Atmosphere .444 
Open deity lor kmch end dinner 
Reasonable Prices 
For Reservation and Take away 
Tel: 824677 


EL 
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I 
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I I 


PACKING. 


DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING 
AIR k SEA FREIGHT. 


I 

I 

I 
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| TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 270 | 
_ TLX : 23 023 POB:815408 _ 

8 AMMAN-JORDAN 8 
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The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
roomJ 


ItAIEOTEL 

«fc2«lW= 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P O. Bov 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Furnished Apts. 

STUDIO * ONE BEDROOM 
TWO BEDROOMS 

DaBy, Weekly, Monthly, 


Returnable Rates 
^628717 

Granada House 

5«hORCLE NEAR 
QWEEN ALIA COL. 


F 




The feqpKyPakKf Hotel 





Nightly 

Oryx Band & 
Oriental Beiiy-dancer 

Nariman Abboud 

For r wr ra tlon 
caU 660006-15 

* 
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IMF chief sees 


continued growth 


in industrial states 


WASHINGTON (R) — Interna- 
tional Monetary Fond (IMF) 
Managing Director Michel Cam- 
dessus said Sunday the current 
expansion in industrial countries 
was likely to continue and the 
twin dangers of inflation and re- 
cession could be avoided. 

In remarks to the One- Asia 
Assembly in Manila, Camdessus 
s he had some concerns about 
threats to financial stability posed 
by the large U.S. and British 
trade deficits and large surpluses 
in Germany and Japan. 

“I am cautiously optimistic ab- 
out the economic prospects for 
the industrial countries in the 
immediate future," he said. 

He warned that recent inflation 
in several major countries called 
for caution. "It will take great 
skill — and some hick — to 
maintain the correct touch of 
monetary restraint in the period 
ahead," be said. 

Camdessus prescribed higher 
savings in the deficit countries, 


particularly a reduction in -the 
U.S. budget deficit, and higher, 
but non-inflation?'./’ growth in 
Japan and Germany. 

He- said Japan should remove 
structural barriers to growth by 
actions including easing access of 
foreign firms to Japanese mar- 
kets. 

He said die debt crisis in de- 
veloping countries had taken lon- 
ger to 'solve than was expected 
but be supported the cooperative 
debt strategy. 

Camdessus said the Philippines 
bad a reasonable prospect of 
being able to grow out of its debt 
problems in a few years. “It will 
also be essential that sufficient 
financial assistance continue to be 
made available to the Philippines, 
from the bilateral donors, the 
oommerdai banks, and the multi- 
lateral institutions," he said. 

Economic reforms' in die Ptd- 
fippines and other countries may 
involve hardship, he said, but 
they should not be imposed ine- 



Mkfael Camd e s su s 


qiricaMy. 
carry the 


“The poor should not 
carry the whole burden of the 
hardship.” 

On the issue of Eastern 
Europe, Camdessus said the IMF 
is talking with Poland and other 
countries on various forms of 


He added that he hoped China, 
Vietnam and Laos would shift to 
a more free-market economy. 
Reforms in Vietnam and Laos 
which would reduce mandatory 
planning, liberalise prices and 
give state enterprises mote auton- 
omy should receive support from 
abroad, he said. 


EC, Gulf Arab industrialists 


hold first cooperation talks 


GRANADA, Spain (R) — Four 
hundred businessmen from Gulf 
Arab states and the European 
Community (EC) met in Granada 
Monday for their first conference 
on industrial cooperation. 

Representatives of the six-na- 
tion Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) and the EC wfll also 
discuss efforts to improve some- 
times strained trade relations be- 
tween the two groups, officials 
said. 

The six GCC states — Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates — have been crying to 
narrow a $4.4 billion trade deficit 
with die EC, their main trading 
partner. 


The Gulf Arab states, which 
are trying to diversify their eco- 
nomies away from oil production 
and into petrochemicals, alumi- 
nium and refined products, have 
complained of protective barriers 
put up by the EC. 

EC producers meanwhile fear a 
flood of cut-price imports from 
the Gulfs fledgling industries, par- 
ticularly of petrochemical pro- 
ducts from cheap local cal, if 
existing quotas and tariffs of up to 
13.5 per cent were to disappear at 
once. 

EC proposals adopted in De- 
cember, for a free trade pact after 
a lengthy transition period which 
fell short of the Gulf group's 
expectations, will be followed by 



rations between the two 
next month in Oman. 

Meanwhile Gulf businessmen 
will seek to boost links with EC 
companies at the meeting which 
ends Thursday. 

Arab industrialists, all the 
keener to overcome existing 
trade restrictions because they 
fear they may be squeezed out of 
the post-1992, unified European 
market, see direct investment as 
an alternative to exporting to the 
EC. 

But GCC states say they have 
felt resistance to such investment, 
as happened in 1988 when Britain 
ordered Kuwait to halve its stake 
in British Petroleum to under 10 
per cent. 


Iraq seeks Japanese investments 


TOKYO (R) — Iraq has asked 
for Japanese investment and 
technology to boost its capacity to 
supply ou, ofl industry sources 
said Monday. 

Ramzi Salman, president of the 
State Oil . and Marketing Orga- 
nisation (SOMO), told Japanese 
customers during a week-tong 
visit last week that Iraq wanted 
$30 billion to expand capacity by 
two milli on bands per day (b/d) 
by 1995, they. said. 

Iraqi Ofl Minister Issam Abdul 
Rahim AI Chalabi said last month 
Iraq's export capacity stood at 
about five million b/d. 

The message from Iraq, the ofl 
sources said, was that Japan 
would receive long-term supply 
security in exchange for providing 


cash 


and technology to Iraq, 
is heavily indebted and 
needs to revitalise its war-torn 
economy. _ . 


invitation of the foreign ministry 
to discuss bilateral economic 
cooperation, government officials 
said. 


Iraqi oil 
y. Sand 


Earlier this month, 
ministry undersecretary, 

Sharif, told Reuters in B ag hd ad 
that Iraq would invite fore ig n 
companies to finance the de- 
velopment of new oil fields. 

SOMO’S Salman said Iraq 
wanted Japanese firms to play a 
key role in helping oil producers 
expand supply capacity to meet 
rising world demand, text did not 
specify how much money Iraq 
wanted from Japan, the sources 


Japan is 
ibal cam- 


Iraq’s Chalabi will visit Japan 
in late March or early April at the 


SOMO’s mission to 
reinforcing a glol 
paign by OPEC Secretary-Gener- 
al Subroto, who is calling on 
major consumer nations to pro- 
vide financial assistance to OPEC 
producers to stave off an ofl 
supply shortage in the 1990s. 

Subroto has said OPEC studies 
show its members would have to 
invest 10 per cent of their re- 
venues — expected to be about 
$600 billion — over the next five 
years to meet growing deman d 
for their oil. 

Subroto said as ofl production 


by non-OPEC member nations 
fell by as winch as three mfltton 
b/d, output by the 13 members of 
OPEC could increase to 56 rafF 
lion b/d over the next five years 
from the current 235 million b/d. 


SOMO’s Salman told tire 


price of $18 a barrel set by OPEC 
was an ap propriate level for both 
producers and consumers and 
that h was causing few inflation- 
ary fears, the sources said. 

Iraq was sticking 


to its OPEC-set production quota 
of 3.14 minion h/d for tin 


the first 
quarter of 1990, the sources said. 

A Reuter survey put Iraqi oil 
output in January at 3.1 unJKou 
b/d. 


Argentina readies new measures 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
tina’s hyperinflation- harried 
Peromsf government was hastily 
putting together a package of 
measures to speed up its econo- 
mic programme, local news agen- 
cies said Sunday. 

President Carlos Menem’s 
cabinet has met during the past 
three days to find ways to counter 
dear si gnals of economic distress 
such as a wave of frantic price 
mark-ups and a run on the austral 
currency. 

“(The package) is mostly cen- 
tred ou pushing ahead with the 

^ V _ _ J 9 .»■ -mif 


fiscal policy and accelerating the 
of state- 


sale of state-owned assets,” Eco- 
nomy Minister Carlos Erman 


Gonzalez told reporters. 

. Businesses began quoting 
prices in U.S. dollars as the au- 
stral lost 29 per cent of its value 
a gainst the dollar and some con- 
sumer prices jumped 50 per cent 
last week. January’s inflation was 
79.2 per cent, up from Decem- 
ber's 40.1 per cent. 

Menem’s seven-month-old 
administration has ambitious 
plans to whittle down Argenti- 
na's public sector and boost pri- 
vate sector output by selling off 
state enteiprises and deregulating 
key sectors of the economy. 

His original economic prog- 
ramme, a far cry from Peromst- 
style state control, helped him 


restore market confidence and 
bring monthly inflation down to 
one digit in September from a 
record of nearly 200 per cent in 
July. 


But most of its steps to cut 
public sector spending met strong 
opposition from Peronist trade 
unions and businesses reared on 
decades of state gen e rosity. 

As markets perceived that 
Menem was giving in to labour’s 
demands their faith in the govern- 
ment faltered. In November the 
austral started to crumble and 
interest rates soared. By the end 
of t he year the’eountry was back 
in the throes erf hyperinflation. 


A change of economy ministers 
and the adoption of strict monet- 
ary policies m January up to now 
have failed to restore confidence, 
though the government is attemp- 
ting to drum up support by 
reaching a pact with Iabcur, busi- 
ness and political parties. 

The austral has lost over half its 
value against the dollar so far this 
year and sales fell 50 per cent, 
according to business associa- 
tions. 


Menem’s popularity dropped 
to 48 per cent in opinion polls this 
month, against' an 80 per cent 
rating he achieved in September. 
His administration rated a 


meagre 11 per cent 


S. Arabia 


imports fall 


NICOSIA (R) — Imports by 
Arabia, the largest m ark et 
in the Middle East, fell nearly 
three per cent last year because of 
rising domestic production, the 
official SPA news agency said. 

The kingdom imported goods 
worth. 79.2 billion rivals ($21.1 


billion) against BIS bfltton riyals 
($21.7 bffliOT) : 


in 1988, according 
fo official statistics. 


-i 


“This decline is attributed to 
the rise in domestic production of 
alternative goods," the agency, 
received in Cyprus, said on 
Sunday. 

. It said Saadi Arabia, which is 
trying to reduce reliance an (3 
-revenues, was able to import less 
food, furiutrire, textiles and dbe- 
micalsiu 1989. 


machinery and transport 
eq uipment imports jumped by 6.2 
per cent in 1989 to 29.8 bfibon 
riyals ($7.9 billion ). — over 37 
per cent of total i mp orts. 

The figures made no mention 


-» - 
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of exports. Saudi Arabia is the 
world's lar 


largest oil exporter, sett- 
ing more than five mutton bands 
daily. . 

SPA said the United States 
remained the kingdom^ biggest 
trading partner, supplying it with 
14.4 button riyals ($3.84 bfflka), 
or 18.2 per cent of total imports. 

Japan came second with 11.3 
bfltton riyals ($3 bfltton), fol- 
lowed by Britain (SZ2 bfltton) 
and West Germany with around 
$13 bfltton. . 


Saudi-Texaco venture gives 


operation results for first year 


HOUSTON (R) — On its first 
birthday. Star Enterprise — the 
highly-publicised $2 billion 
accord between oil-producing 
giant Saudi Arabia and oil com- 


pany Texaco Inc — quietly post- 
ed $6.3 billion in sales, the ven- 
ture has said. 

Unlike Texaco, Star Enterprise 
is not a household name. 


AMMAN EXCHANCE RATES 


Monday, February 19, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Starting 
Demscbemuk 
Swiss franc 


Pay 

671.0 
1140.4 

401.0 
450.4 


SeS 


675.0 
1147.2 
403.4 

453.1 


French franc 118.0 11&7 

Japanese yen (for 100) 464.5 467 J 

Dutch guilder 355.9 358.0 

Swedish crown 109.2. 109.9 

Italian lira (for 100) 54.1 54.4 

Belgian franc (for 10) 191.3 192.4 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 1.7010/20 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. (foliar 1. 1980/90 

Canadian dollar 

1.6755/62 

Deutschemarks 

1.8870/80 

Dutch guilders 

1.4893/903 

Swiss francs 

34.95/35.00 

Belgian francs 

5.6900/50 

French francs 

1242/1243 

Italian lire 

144.40/50 ' 

Japanese yen 

6.1200/300 

Swedish crowns 

6.4625/75 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4580/630 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 416.90/417.40 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Australia’s share market ended slightly higher after a 
day of generally dull trading with volume low. The All Ordinaries 
index finished up 43 points at 1,645.9, but was off its high of 
1,649.7. 


TOKYO — Share prices dosed lower after, floundering in thin 
trading as fear of interest rate rises took the spotlight from 
national election results. The 225-share Nikkei average dosed 
237.72 points, or 0.63 per cent, lower at 37,222.60. 

HONG KONG — Follow- through buying inspired by last week’s 
advance overcame a bout of mid-moming profit-taking. The 
Hang Seng index dosed at 2,968.00, up 28.75. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed firmer over a broad front in 
active trading and on sustained buying by institutions and small 
investors, broken said. The Straits Times industrial index rose 
8.46 to end at 1,593.23. 


BOMBAY — Share prices fell broadly on fears of heavy taxation 
in tire forthcoming budget for fiscal 1990/91. The Bombay stock 
exchange index fell 10.45 points to 679.53. 

FRANKFURT — West German shares slumped in a quiet session, 
pulled lower as mounting fears about continued prices slides in 
the German bond market prompted investors to take profit. The 
DAX index fell 24.47 points to end at 1,869.19. 


ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed Hide changed as the steep fall in 
German bond prices revived worries about Swiss interest rates. 
The all-share SPI index dosed up 0.4 points to 1,127.9. 

LONDON — Share prices were marked down across the board 
towards toe dose, driving the FTSE index below the key 2,300 
level. Lack of buyers throughout the thin session seemed to be the 
piaiw rpiw. erf weakness, dealers said. At 1628 GMT toe FTSE 
tras off 30.3 points at 2,294.9. 


In fact, customers who poll 
into its 12,000 U.S. filling stations 
would be hard-pressed to find any 
sign of the 50-50 joint accord 
because the petrol that Star re- 
fines is sold under die Texaco 
brand name. 

Yet despite the low-key 
approach. Star is a big player in 
toe U.S. re fining industry. Its 
three refineries s apply about 
300,000 barrels per day, or rough- 
ly 4.4 per cent of the needs of the 
United States, toe world's num- 
ber one petrol consumer. 

And Star is betting it can be- 
come an even bigger player in the 
1990s if several expansion pro- 
jects are completed. 

Star chief executive officer 
Donald Schmude said in an inter- 
view that Star posted $63 bfltton 
in sales for its first year and 
doubled its capital spending 


Greek government Albania opens economy 


agrees to pay rises to foreign participation 




ATHENS ( AP) — Scheduled 24- 
hour nationwide strike for Tues- 
day was called off after the gov- 
ernment Monday bowed to 
labour’s demands for increases in 
minimum daily and monthly 


An official of the General Con- 
federation of Greek Labour 
(GSEE) said the government 
agreed to grant two per cent 
above toe inflation-linked wage 
index scale which read»d>5.7 per 
cent on Jan. 1, 1990. 

Across-the-board pay increases 
are given every throe months 
based on the official inflation rate 
as announced by the Bank of 


The new daily mi 
for Greek industry was increased 
by 49 drachmas to 2,911 or $18 at 
the current rate of exchange, said 
the GSEE official. Hie monthly 
minimum was also increased by 
1,089 drachmas for a total of 


65,105 drachmas ($402). 

In addition, the. government 
agreed to five weeks annua! vaca- 
tion for employees who had 25 or 
more years sendee. Hie previous 
maximum was four weeks leave. 

A series of (rippling strikes in 
ail sectors has brought the eco- 
nomy to a virtual standstill over 
toe past 60 days forcing Premier 
Xenophon Zolotas to negotiate 
new terms and conditions with 
labour leaders. 

The previous 24-hoar general 
strike on Jan. 25 involving 13 
minion GSEE members, cost the 
nation 14 bfltton drachmas ($873 
million), said Andreas Kyriazis, 
president of die chamber of com- 
merce and industry. 

The Organisation for Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment or OECD, said in its 1990 
report that the Greek economy 
‘is. scrapping the bottom of the 
barrel.” 


Steel output declines 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
Steel output of 35 nations fell 4.1 
per cent in January to 39.89 
million tonnes from 4139 million 
tonnes in the year-earlier month, 
the International Iron and Steel 
Institute has said in a statement. 
The deettne was led by the United 
States, where steel output drop- 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 





'Stanley has lost 5 pounds since I 


brought home the weight-loss tape!” 



Unscramble these ftxr Jumbtes, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
four OKftiaiy words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


USTIE 



■ 

■V 

• 



TARIE 






•• 


RIDAFA 







INGLEM 

an 


nr was suppose [7 

TO BE >JU^TA 
PATE UNTIL HE 
STARTED TO PO T HIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested toy the above cartoon. 


n. iTV rfTt /N A N- >N. A — — A 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumbtoK PIOUS v&NORT NOUGAT DEFINE 


Answer What .could be more elegant than "eating 
out"?— “DINING OUT" 


ped 103 per cent to 7.1 milli on 
tonnes from 7.92 milli on tonnes 
in January 1989. Output by steel 
companies in the 12-nation Euro- 
pean Community also fell by 5.2 
per cent in January to 11.63 
million tonnes from 1236 milli on 
tonnes a year earlier. Steel pro- 
duction in Japan edged up 0.6 per 
cent to 9.1 million tonnes from 
9.055 milli on tonnes in January, 
1989. The countries included in 
the 'steel institute's survey 
account for 61.4 per cent of 1989 
world production and for 97 per 
cent of world production exclud- 
ing toe Soviet Union and other 
East European countries, China 
and North Korea. 


TIRANA (R) — The door to 
foreign investment in Albania, 
locked tight for years to keep 
outsiders away from its economy 
and its people, is suddenly ajar. 

The Balkan state is to allow 
foreign investment for the first 
time in a decade, but the doors to 
Europe’s most backward eco- 
nomy will not be thrown open as 
wide as they have been in other 
parts of reformist East Europe. 

The stale will retain its policy 
of keeping its capital in its own 
hands and no foreign ownership 
will be" allowed, leading govern- 
ment economist Fatos Nano told 
Reuters in an interview. 

' “We can develop all kinds of 
joint ecoondc activities except 
classical credit arrangements. We 
are not yet open to classic joint 
ventures,” said Nano, a member 
of the government’s economic 
“think rank”, ‘the Institute for 
Economic Studies. 

Nano was commenting on a 
series of measures recently prom- 
ulgated by the ruling communists 
to reform an economy which has 
stagnated after four decades of 
rigid. Stalinist-style central plan- 
ning. 

Asked if the package meant 
that foreign firms could become 
more involved in joint invest- 
ments, Nano said: 

“Why not? Foreigners wfll be 
welcome to invest their technolo- 
gy and know-how, while we in- 
vest our labour and materials, 
and we will share the profit and 
risks. We can repay the foreign 
investors through toe product,” 
he said. 

“We could create some pilot 
projects , including in toe manu- 
facturing sector, such as in clo- 
thing and shoes. But we will not 


share toe ownership. This must 
remain Albanian,” he stressed. 

Diplomats said West German, 
firsm are already doing tins with 
projects involving coproduction 
and barter trade. 

- During the 1950s the Soviet 
Union was deeply involved in 
building up the Albanian eco- 
nomy, which emerged from 
World War II’ with a virtually 
non-existent industrial bare. 

China fitted this role in the 
1960s and eady 1970s after Tirana 
broke with Moscow in an ideolo- 
gical rift which led to its virtual 
isolation. .. 

In the 1980s Albania entered a 
period of self-reliance ami tela-, 
five economic isolation, from 
winch it has recently been emerg- 
ing in a shift towards greater links 
with Western Europe. 

Nanos pointed out that Alba- 
nia “has relatively lower labour 
costs”. The basic monthly wage, 
in Albania is about $65 a month 
based on the official exchange 
rate. 

■ “We have mineral resources 
which Europe currently has to 
obtain from more distant places, 
such as .chrome,” Nanos said. 

According to Western com- 
modities analysts, Albania has 
produced around 900,000 tonnes 
of chrome ore annually in recent 
years, most of it for export, mak- 
ing it the largest exporter of 
chrome in the world after South 


Nanos also said that Albania’s 

farmland* remained relatively nn- 

poUnted and that “we could pro- 
■ vide ‘green crops' which, are 
popular in Europe.” if foreign 
firms were interested in cooperat- 
ing in the area of environmentally 
acceptable food. 

. Much of Albania’s trade until 
now has: been carried out on a 
> barter basis, with 45 per cent of 
all commerce with the countries 
of the Soviet-led trade boc Com- 
earn, and around one quarter of 
. trade with the European' Com- 
munity.. 


due to the changes in mechanisms 
and policies in the economies of 
Eastern Europe,” Nanos said. 
“We are now trying to .expand 
onr trade with, everyone who is 
interested.” 

With a national income esti- 
mated by one Albaaman econom- 
ist at $3 bfltton, poor infrastruc- 
ture and backward communications 
links and transport and technolo- 
gy dating largely from the 1950s, 
Albania, with a population of 


peopli 

urded 


Japanese and West German 
firms have shown interest in 
buying toe ore but visiting West- 
ern businessmen said Albania's 
mining and process i ng technolo- 
gies need substantial modernisa- 
tion to make the industry more 
profitable. 


nomy. 

Anxious not to fall farther be- 
hind, as Eastern Europe aban- 
dons communism awnd adopts 
market-economy reforms, Tirana 
last month launched a p ackage of 
reforms to boost the role of the 
market in setting - wages and 
prices. 

“Wages most be based on re- 
sults,” said Nanos, who some 
Western diplomats say has been 
active in promoting the reforms. 

But Albania still considers eco- 
nomic data a state secret and 
publishes no absolute figures for 
its economic achievemen t s 
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THEY SAY THE BEST WAY 
IS JUST TO LIVE ONE 
DAY AT A TIME.. 
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IF YOU TRY TO LIVE SEVEN 
DAYS AT A TIME, THE WEEK 
WILL BE OVER BEFORE 
YOU KNOW IT.. 
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Navratilova wins Chicago tide 


CHICAGO (Rj .— Hot- 

latiksvs, sbowmgttai a non 
weak from At draft had pot 
duBed her scm-HKf'VoBey bril- 
liance, beat Murad* Malcev* 
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cago title and earned the 
Czeeboslovafc-boro American 
S 100.000. 

Maleeva, who has mu seven 
matches in a raw to Navratilovs, 
pbyed valiantly box was usable to 
get rolling as Navratilova p ft 
constant pressure on her, rushing 
the net and pinning her to die 
backcowt for much of die much. 

. Navratilova broke temee m 
the third game of the first set to 
go up 2-1, served a love game at 
4-2 and won the set in the ninth 
game with her second, service 


fa the final tel. Navratilova 
brake to go up 24) and broke 
again m the eighth game to oom- 
pkm her victory. 
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me in the game.” 

• Navratilova was most pleased 
with tar service game. 

”1 Aiiy tost one game on my 
service aB week," Navratilova 
raid. *T wasn't down one service 
break point today against Mann- 
da, woo is one of tta best rerur- 
ikd in women's Iranis. “ 

Tte was Navratilova's first 
tournament after a two-month lay 
oft. Her fears that she might be 
rusty were soon allayed as she 
stormed through her four m a tch - 
es, losing only 12 of 58 games. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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RISING FOMT8E DEAD 
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with the denoc. Three rounds of 
cfetbs were taken, dedetr dtaard- 
a*K ■ haul froai hand, foBowod by 


my as Wot foSowud bdpionly. 
Now dodaier dMoad to raff a dnb, 
then exit whb a km trump. West 
had to win and lead away from Us 
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Opening lead: Queen of 0 
Declarer did weB to recover from 
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THE Daily Crossword 


entangling 
weapon 
5 Pretense 
9 Padiages 

14 Jaiuiings of 
aid flbnx 

15 Lacquered 
metalware 

16 — a minute 


18 God ol love 

19 EgypL VIP 

20 Cage- Him la; 
movie 

23 Chemical 


24 Clinch 

25 Certain group 
29 Bye- bye 

32 Calendar abbr. 
36 Peace 
38 Wearem 
alliance 
40 Marvin or 


41 Fonda-AMu 
movie 

44 Clumsy boa . 

45 Kismet 

46 Wrench 

47 Diana or 
8efsy 

49 Following 

51 Dons 

52 “You - 


54 Haw" 

56 MKmelit- 
DeNira movie 

64 Caustic 

65 Bed of 
roses 

66 Crucffl* 

68 Panes 

69 Moslem VIP 

70 NV town 

71 Fly ball of 
sorts 

72 Loch — 

73 Urls or Spinks 

DOWN 

1 Parmandle 

2 Khayyam 





3 First name in 
56A 

4 Jel — 

5 Tankard 

S Large wasp 

7 Sleep Hfca — 

8 Plateau 

9 Training start 


Li. \ilk " 


11 It. recoct 

12 Panache 

13 — trap for 

21 Activate 

22 Lariats 
25 Pika statuette 
28 Sp. singer 

27 Sermon* 

28 Yste student 
3D Add 
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Lend! hurries past Mayotte, 
wins Skydome tennis title 


Disappointment, pessimism over Saudi decision 


TORONTO (R) — Top-seed 
Zvaa Lendl {diyed tike a men who 
tad some place else to be as he 
breezed past Tun Mayotte 6-3,64) 
in the taud of tbe *1.2 million 
Skydome world tennis tourna- 
ment laic Sunday. 

Lendl, in fact, found himself in 
a bit of a hurry after collecting his 
S167.5O0 jprize. 

Immediately after his mrimph, 
Lendl was shuffling off to Buffalo 
where tbe Hartford Whalen ice 
hockey team were playing the 
sabres Sunday evening. Lendl, a 
resident at Connecticut, sits on 


resident of Connecticut, sits on 
the boon! at directors of the 
Whaler*. 

Lend wasted little time in tak- 
ing care of business as usual 
against the sixth-seeded Mayotte, 
who has played Lendl 17 times 
over tbe last 10 years without a 
victory. 

Although some at their match- 
es have been lough, this one was 
not, as Lendl used just 64 minutes 
to win tbe title. 

“I wish it had been a little hit 
longer final," said Mayotte, who 
collected 588,200 as runner-up. 
“Maybe 111 make a long speech 
to make up for it." 

Lendl continued to demons- 
trate his near invincibility against 
most of the opposition on the 
tour. 

Asked whether Boris Becker 


and Stefan Edberg were his only 
solid challengers on the scene, 
Lendl replied: “Yuu can't really 
say that, but over a number of 
matches, yes. 

“You saw on Friday (when 
Kevin Curren had seven match 
points against Lendl in the quar- 
ter finals) that if you're not on top 
of your game, that a player can 
bun you. But over 10 matches. 
Stefan and Boris are the ones that 
can him you/* 

Lendl actually started -slowly 
and was knotted with Mayotte at 
3-3- in the first set. 

“After 3-all, I was returning his 
serve better and was on top of the 
ball," Lendl said. “His first few 
service games I wasn’t doing any- 
thing with the ball." 

Once Lendl got up to speed, 
however, Mayotte was doomed 
to be left behind. 

Mayotte, who also lost to 
Lendl in the last week's final in 
Milan, said he is happy with bis 
recent form but frustrated by his 
inability to solve the Lendl 


“You have to dream, but you 
have to be realistic,” Mayotte 
stud. “I'm never going to be 
number one, but I beat thiee 
players in the top 10 (John McEn- 
roe in Milan, Aaron Kricksiem 
and Brad Gilbert here) in the 
Last two weeks. That's very satis- 
fying.” 


Becker wins Belgian Indoor 


BRUSSELS, Belgium (AP) — 
Top-seed Boris Becker confident- 
ly swept past fellow- West Ger- 
man CarJ-Uwc Steeb 7-5, 6-2, 6-2 
Sunday to win the 5600,000 Bel- 
gian Indoor championship, his 
first tournament victory this 


Becker, ranked second in tbe 
world, survived an erratic spell in 
the first set but his power play 
improved from then on while 
Steeb's one-sided baseline game 
was ill equipped to change the 
momentum of the two hour 
match. 

In the frist all-West German 
final in a major tournament since 
1973, Becker won S77,500 while 
Steeb was comforted with 
$43,000. 

Becker was edgy early on as 
too many of his groan dstrokes 
went wide and volleys long, but in 
dutch situations, he came 
through with a blistering ace or 
an awesome smash. 

“He gave me a hard time in the 
first set,” said Becker. 

Steeb, ranked 15th in the 
world, had beaten Becker only 


last month in Australia but soon 
was desmrited when it became 
evident Becker's early problems 
were only temporary. 

“When Boris has his day it is 
hard to break him,” said Steeb. 

Becker's early problems para- 
doxically started when he led 3-1 
and had two break points on 
Steeb's serve. He seemed on his 
way to turn the first set into a rout 
when his game suddenly turned 
stale. 

“I rushed too much instead of 
playing the points,” he said. 

Steeb momentarily found his 
touch and when Becker lost con- 
trol on bis serve, the second- 
seeded player broke back on the 
merits of Becker’s three double- 
faults to level the score 4-4. 

Becker however, was played 
best this . week when pressured 
and again came through when he 
ripped four successive winners 
past Steeb for the decisive break 
in tbe set. 

“I had my' chances in the first 
set but from then on, the match 
went the other way,” said Steeb. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY FEBRUARY 20, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good day to uncover whatever is 
not just as you would like it to be. 
Be to dearly communicate 
to others what you have in mind 
for your joint success and happi- 


ARIE& (March 21 to April 19) 
Many friends wHl bring yon plea- 
sure during this time. Invite prom- 
inent into your home coday. Take 
your attachment to ghttenng out- 
side events. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
friendly couple from a distance wiD 
see that you receive special 
favours. Your attachment today 
win enjoy some outside activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) It 
wSQ be very good to entertain 
friends in your home today. 
TraveDxng with friends will bring 
you the pleasure that you have 
anticipated. 

■ 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Be as much as posable 
with friends towards whom you 
have a magnetic pull. Don’t be so 
busy with activities that you neg- 
lect your attachment- 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be 
sure your duties are done well 
before you go off to appealing 


by practical pres en t s , bow devoted 
you are. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) An older couple will invite you 
to a beautiful party you should 
attend. Meals at good restaurants 
wOhbe appreciated by your family. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Tnvite as many long-time 


friends and acquaintances into 
your home. An exciting, romantic 
and fun day for you and your 
anaefament. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) See as many friends and 
acquaintances on short jaunts. 
Visiting a couple you like wUl bring 
your mate and your considerable 
pleasure. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Fnends wfll be too 
busy to give you much attention 
now. so rely an acquaintances. 
Give really nice presorts to your 
attachment for real pleasure. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Spend some money 
now in fixing up your residence. Be 
very selective m the friends whom 
you are in contact with today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Invite your charming 
friends mlo your home today. Re- 
turn to romantic places with your 
attachment so you both will enjoy 
yourselves. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A friend will help you quickly 
to complete any duties facing you. 
Take your attachment to visit 
friends who have been loyal and 
devoted to you. 

Today’s chfld: Zf your child were 
born today he or she will have a 
powerful-magnetic quality and will 
not be easily thwarted m getting 
whatever he or she desires. A 
financial vocation will be their 
largest chance for success but they 
wiu also have a highl y developed 
interest in aO tbe arts. 

“The stars impel, they do nor 
compel.” What you make of your 
life h largely up to you. 


By Nwfim Knwasfc 
Renter 

ABU DHABI — Disappointed 
Gulf sports officials held out little 
tape Monday of convincing 
Saudi Arabia to rescind its sur- 
prise decision to boycott tbe Gulf 
Soccer Cup over objections to tbe 
tournament’s mascot. 

Kuwait has called an urgent 
meeting P# the cup organising 
committee on the eve of the 
17-day competition's kick-off 
Tuesday, but the sports officials 
said Saudi Arabia had made dear 
its decision was final. 

The Saudi withdrawal, 
announced last Wednesday, was 
a bitter disappointment for the six 
other national teams taking part 
and tbe legions of soccer fans in 
the region, the officials said. 
They added it was also a blow to 
Gulf unity. 

The Saudi Football Association 
said it withdrew from the tourna- 
ment because of host Kuwait's 
“inappropriate mascot" for the 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


cop. Tbe mascot depicts scallions 
which two Kuwaiti warriors rode 
in a battle against Saudi forces 70 


»ng 

and 


yean ago 

The Saudi team is among the 
strongest in tbe Gulf ana the 
lourasnjem is seen as an impor- 
tant warm-up for the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) .which has 
a place in tbe 1990 World Cup 
Sub. 

Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and 
holders Iraq are also due to play 
in the biennial competition, first 
held is Bahrain in 1970. 

Gulf sports sources said the 
tournament’s host, Kuwaiti 
Sheikh Fabd A1 Ahmad, was 
trying to get Riyadh to change its 
mind, but they doubted he would 


UAE sports officials said Saudi 
Arabia has announced it would 
begin its local soccer league 
ctampiosships on March 1, in- 
stead of March 15 as scheduled. 
The Gulf Cup runs through 
March 9. 

“Changing the schedule to 


coincide with the Gulf tourna- 
ment means the Saudis will in no 
way go back on their derision,” 
said one UAE sports official. 

The UAE team, among 16 
quahfieis for the World Cup fin- 
als in Italy, was particularly upset 
that it would not be able to test its 
skills against one of tbe strongest 
Gulf soccer squads. 

Before the Saudi announce- 
ment, Gulf sports officials had 
tipped Saudi Arabia to win the 
Gulf Cup. 

Western diplomats is the Gulf 

have said they tho ug ht the Saudi 
derision was also connected to 
security concerns after a series of 
attacks over the past year on 
Saudis abroad, most of them by 
Is l am ic fundamentalists loyal to 
Iran. 

However, Riyadh has said the 
problem over the mascot was tbe 
sole reason for its decision. 

Gulf soccer officials said they 
were shocked and disappointed 
by the Saudi action. 


UAE Football Association 
bead Sheikh Hamdan Bin Zaid 
A1 Nahayan said: “We have to 
work joindy to protect the future 
of the Gulf soccer games which 
largely contributed to upgrading 
tbe stalls of our teams. We deeply 
regret the Saudi decision.** 

Oman's Ahmad Abdul Rah- 
man, a Gulf Football Association 
official quoted by the UAE news- 
paper A! Ittihad. said: “We, the 
Gulf states, are like one body. If 
one organ is affected, tta others 
also suffer.’* 

Qatari Football Association 
secretary general Mohammad 
Mubarak Ali said: “The Saudi 
decision is worrisome and an un- 
pleasant surprise." 

Saudi Arabia's Prince Khaled 
Al Faisal, son of the late King 
Faisal, was the first to propose a 
regional soccer tournament os a 
way of promoting cooperation 
ana, in 1969, Bahrain adopted 
the idea and began the games. 


Ajax, PSV bring back memories of the good old days 


Reurer 

DUTCH soccer may be mourning 
the loss of its fop players to 
wealthier dimes bur Sunday’s 
match of the season between 
champions PSV Eindhoven and 
rivals Ajax brought back memor- 
ies of the good old days and threw 
the championship wide open. 

PSV, champions for the past 
four seasons, lost 3-2 in Amster- 
dam despite twice ta king ifre lead 
— helped by an Ajax own goal — 
but stayed top of the league on 
goal difference. 

Ajax, chasing their 23rd cham- 
pionship title, are now two points 
behind with a game in hand while 
Vitesse and Roda JC also won to 
draw level with PSV although 
both have played one match 
more. 

“Soccer like that at the 
weekend has not been seen on a 
Dutch field since the departure of 
(Marco) van Basten, (Frank) Ri- 
jkaard and (Ruud) Gullit,” said 
Volkskrant newspaper, referring 
to the three Dutch stars now with 
Italy's AC Milan. 

De Telegraaf also took a trip 
down memory lane, joining the 
capacity crowd in applauding 
*the'22 matadors of Ajax and 
PSV, who performed in a top 


game of old fashioned quality.** 

Cep tain Jan Wouters was 
Ajaa :’s hero for his two second- 
half goals, including the winner 
nine minutes, from time. 

Ajax coach Leo Beenhakker, 
himself only recently returned 
from three seasons with Real 
Madrid, was ecstatic: “1 told the 
boys after the game I started 
loving them.” 

Gerald Vanenburg, who scored 
PS Vs first goal in the 30th mi- 
nute, said bis was the better 
team. “We must continue this 
way and show that we want to 
befome Dutch champions.” he 
said. 

In Italy, the battle for league 
supremacy continued with Napoli 
and AC Milan both winning their 
matches Sunday to pull three 
paints away from their nearest 
challengers. 

Although Milan stayed top on 
goal difference after a 2-1 win 
over Cremonese, all eyes were on 
Napoli, who climbed back from 
going a goal down in the fourth 
minute to beat Roma 3-1 in their 
first home victory’ against the club 
for nine years. 

Diego Maradona e'enped up to 
tbe penalty spot to scuil. ais 100th 
goal for Napoli in domestic and 
European competitions since 


joining the club in 1984 and the 
emotion of the occasion found 
him waxing unusually lyrical after 
the match. 

“I’m going to stay here in 
Naples for ever,” he said. 

“I don’t want to move again. 
Gaudia and our daughters have 
sealed down well here and little 
Palmi ra speaks Italian better 
than me. I don’t want to have to 
start teaching her another lan- 
guage,” the Argentine World 
Cup captain added. 

AC Milan president Silvio Ber- 
lusconi was so elated with his 
result that, be suggested Italy 
manager Azeglio Vicmi should 
put the entire Milan team, minus 
the Dutch, in his squad. 

In Spain, Mexican striker Hugo 
Sanchez scored two more goals to 
bring his season’s tally to 27 as 
champions Real Madrid scored 
their eighth consecutive away 
'win at Malaga. 

Gty rivals Atletico, with a 1-0 
tame win over Valladolid, stayed 
in second place six points behind 
Real. 

Austrian Anton Polster missed 
a penalty 'for Seville but still 
scored a hat-trick as his team beat 
relegation-threatened Cadiz 4-0. 
Polster 1 hhs now scored 22 goals 
this season. 


Barcelona with a 4-0 win at 
bottom-placed Rayo Vallecano 
moved back into third place level 
with Valencia who drew against 
Athletic Bilbao, “ltwas easy be- 
cause my players did what they 
had to do,” Barcelona coach 
Johan Cruyff said. 

In France, seven first division 
teams bowed out in tbe first 
round of the cup at the weekend 
in the worst showing for the top 
20 clubs in 10 years. In 1980. 
eight first division sides were eli- 
minated as they entered the com- 
petition. 

Monaco, quarter-finalists in 
the European Cup Winner's Cup, 
Paris Saint-Germain, who won 
the trophy in I9S2 and 1983, 
Sochaux, third-placed in the 
league, Toulouse, Lyon. Nice 
and Caen all lost to teams from 
lower divisions. 

The French Cup has this season 
given up the two leg system and 
all matches were played on neut- 
ral ground. From the second 
round, matches are to be played 
at the club drawn first. 

Tbe new system did not affect 
the French top duo. Bordeaux 
and Marseille who moved into 
the second round with 4-0 victor- 
ies over Amateurs Plabennec and 
second division Tours. 


Graf selected as female athlete of the year 


By Steve WBstein 

The Associated Press 

PERFECTION barely eluded 
Steffi Graf in 1989, but her 
masterly rule over women’s ten- 
nis made her the overwhelming 
choice Monday as the Associa- 
tion Press female athlete of the 
year. 

Graf, maturing from a skinny 
teen-ager into a stronger, more 
confident 20-year-old, captured 
the Australian Open, Wimbledon 
ami the U.S. Open for tbe second 
straight year. 

Tbe West German won li 
other tournaments and 83 of her 
85 tingles matches overall, losing 
only u three-set finals in the 
French Open against Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario and at Amelia 
Island against Gabriels Sabatmi. 

Graf swept die four Grand 
Slam events — the Australian, 
French, Wimbledon and U.S. 
Open — in 1988 and added an 
Olympic gold medal, bnt lost out 
in the female athlete of the year 
voting to Sprinter Florence Grif- 
fith Joyner. 

In gaining the honour for 1989, 
Graf easily ontpolled the runner- 
up, Golfer Betsy King and joined 
a distinguished lift of tennis play- 
ers who have dominated tta top 
female athlete balloting over the 
past two decades. 


Martina Navratilova won the 
award in 19S6 and 1983; Tracy 
Austin in 1981 and '1979; Chris 
Evert in 1980. 1977, 1975- and 
1974; Billie Jean King in 1973 and 
1967; Evonne Goolagongin 1971; 
Althea Gibson in 1957 and 1958; 
Maria Buena in 1959; Maureen 
Connolly in 1953, 1952 and 3951; 
Alice Marble m 1939 and 1940; 
Helen Wills Moody in 1935; and 
Helen Jacobs in 1933. 

Graf was named first on 120 of 
tbe 148 ballots returned to the 
Associated Pre s s by sports writers 
and editors across the country. 
She finished with a total of 671 
points. Five points were given for 
first place, three points for 
second and one point for thifcL 

Far behind in second was King, 
who had six first-place votes and 
232 points. Jockey Julie Krone 
was third with eight first-place 
votes and 209 points. Runner 
Sandra Farmer-Patrick was 
fourth with five first-place votes 
and 64 points. 

As a sentimental choice. Evert 
finished fifth with two first-place 
votes, five for second and eight 
for third for a total of 33 points. 
Evert, 35, winner of 18 Grand 
Slam singles titles, retired from 
major competition after losing in 
the quarterfinals of the U.S. 
Open. She didn’t win a tourna- 
ment all year. 


The only other woman with a 
first-place vote was swimmer 
Janet Evans, who finished 
seventh with 11 points. 

Gtaf is the first non-American 
to win the award since gymnast 
Nadia Comaneci in 1976. Navra- 
tilova, bom in Czechoslovakia, 
became a U.S. citizen in 1981. 

*Tm very flattered,” Graf said 
from her tame in Wert Germany. 
“It’s nice to be chosen, especially 
since Tm not an American. It’s 
nice that Americans think so 
highly of me. 

“I think I had a better year in 
*S9 than in '88,” she said. “Tbe 
competition was a lot (tougher) 
last year. I had better opponents. 
Gaby (Gabriela Sabatmi) and 
Martina were playing better and 
they were out to get me last year 
more than the year before.” 

Graf, who recently broke a 
thumb slrifng after winning her 
third straight Australian Open, is 
among the best all-around 
women athletes and appears to be 
just approaching her potential in 
tennis. 


Joseph Keul, a West German 
sports medicine expert, has pre- 
dicted that Graf won't reach her 
peak until she is 26. He says two 
of die factors that make her a 
better athlete are a 38 per cent 
greater lung capacity and a 40 per 
cent larger heart than the average 
woman. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Situated at Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, near Khalidi Hospit- 
al. Three bedrooms, salon, sitting room/dining room etc. 

Telephone No. 641379. 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fu ;! v furnished 4-bedroom apartment, first floor m a small 
fcui'dir.g 360 square metres, 4 bathrooms. 4 balconies, buiit-in 
Air.o kitchen, iauncry room, spacious salon, Scandinavian and 
European styie furniture Independent unities (W & E & CH), 
independent telephone line, private garage. 

Location: best area on the border between Sweifieh ana 
Aoaoun. 

For more information please call 817960. 


MODERN FLAT & TWO APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT 

Furnished & unfurnished. In the best residential area. After 
Fourth Circle, Jabal Amman, near Ammoun Hotel. 

Tel. 777112 S a-m. - 2 pjn- 674028 after 2 \>Jn. 
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SRINAGAR, India (R) — Two Kashmiris were killed when 
troops opened fixe on a crowd attacking their convoy, the latest 
casualties in a month-long 'uprising against Indian rule, police said 
Monday. They said the incident happened Sunday evening in 
Bijbehera, the south Kashmir home town of Indian Home 
(Interior) Minister Mufti Mohammad SayeedJ A crowd bombard 
the convoy with stones as it passed through the town and the 
soldiers opened fire to prevent it from being overran, police said. 
They said one man was killed outright and another died later in 
hospital. The attack coincided with die killing by a militan t sniper 
of a para-militaiy trooper on patrol in Srinagar, summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir state. More than 100 people have been killed 
in protests against Indian rule of the country’s only Muslim- 
majority state in the latest eruption of violence led by militants 
wanting independence or onion with Pakistan. Srinagar and other 
major towns in Kashmir, over which India and Pakistan have 
fought two of tbezr three wars, have been under almost con s t a nt 
currcw since the uprising broke out last month. 

Soviet envoy sees U.S. as rebel supporter 

KABUL (AP) — The Soviet ambassador to Afghanistan has 
accused the United States and Pakistan of using Muslim guerrillas 
to ft"*** 1 military aid to strife-torn southern Soviet republics. 
Ambassador Boris Pastoukhov alleged that Washington and 
had created an organisation specifically to fuel the 


A U.N. special session opens 
today to focus on {dans to fight 
the drug war on all fronts: 
cutting supplies, reducing de- 
mand and exporing money- 
laundering schemes that rid 


Bnt while nations want to 
fight tbe drug trade, gaming 
the resources to do so will be a 
key concern at the U.N. 
General Assembly’s four-day 


“The funds that we have at 
our disposal are extremely li- 
mited in relation to the prob- 
lem,” said Margaret Anstee, 
Director-General of the U.N. 
office in Vienna and coordina- 
tor at U.N. drug programmes. 
“In the area of drugs, we are 


being asked, to do much more 
with less.** 

The illicit drug trade worl- 
dwide brinjp in an estimated 
$500 billion annually, making 
it second only to the income of 
the arms trade, Anstee sakh 
The United Nations has about 
$4 ariffion a year to fight drng- 


“As people have often 
pointed out, that is probably 
less than the cost of a suitcase 
full of heroine at any airport in 
Europe,” she said. 

Still, session delegates ex- 
pect to conclude with a global 
drug-fighting plan, a declara- 
tion of commitment to tbe 
campaign, and measures to en- 
hance the U.N.’s role in those 
efforts, U.N. officials and di- 
plomats say. 

The illicit drug trade and 
social problems linked to 
narcotics abuse plague nations 
rich and poor, large and small. 
While there is general agree- 
ment that a global attarlr ij 
needed to co nfr ont the mount- 
ing problems, members of the 
159-member world body plan 
to stress different approaches 
and concerns. 

The United States will press 
for other countries, particular- 
ly in Europe, to contribute 
more money for the inter-. 

mfinnal offensive apaiiwt 

illegal narcotics. U-S, officials 


followup to tbe drug s 
last week in Colombia. 


summit 

last week in Colombia. They 

also plan to stress that the drug 
scourge is not limited to the 
United States and Latin Amer- 
ican countries. 

Colombia, under siege by 
powerful drug cartels and crip- 
pled by economic woes, seeks 
preferential treatment in tbe 
global marketplace so it can 
continue its anti-ding fight and 
encourage formers to switch to 
producing legal oops. 

Cuba wants to ensure its 
sovereignty is not violated by 
heightened law enforcement 
measures on drug trafficking. 

Tbe Caban-operated freigh- 
ter Hermann was fired on and 
hit at least twice Jan. 31 by a 

U.S. coast guard cutter that 
had requested to search it for 
drugs- The freighter’s captain 
refused the Gulf of Mexico 
search and finally reached 
safety in Mexican waters. 

“Cuba and honefulhi ntiw 


hopefully other 
tumiLrCS wffl press for intyrna . 

tional law to oe followed and 


be respected so these are not 
violated tinder the p rote cti on 
of figfxting narcotics traffick- 
ing,” said Ricardo Alarcon de 
Quesada, Cuba’s ambassador 
to the United Nations. 

Missouri S henna n-Peter 
U.N. ambassador from die 
Bahamas, said “we as member 
states all have our own particu- 
lar aspect of the problem that 
affects us mod.” . 

But she said countries must 
be willing to address all aspects 
of tbe problem to develop an 
effective, coordinated 
approach to deal with it. 

“We would hate to see 
ourselves undertaking exten- 
sive law e nforcem ent activities 
outride the context of what is 
being done with control of 
supply and control of de- 
mand,” the Bahamas ambassa- 
dor said. 

“A coherent strategy to deal 
with the drug problem wtQ 
look at att aspects of the prob- 
lem mud have it working in 
flnfso n so that we can adueve 


m this war again** drugs.” 

Last week, the presidents of 
die United States, Colombia, 
Bolivia and Peru signed a com- 
munique in Colombia, vow in g 
closer coordination in the drug 
fight 

The communique calls for a 
world conference against fificzt 
drag trafficking in 1991 and a 
“high-level” Latin American 
followup in six months. It also 
QMimin the U.S. gover n ment 
to provide economic aid to 
help the three Andwm iwtinn^ 
wage the drug battle and per-, 
suade their farmers to-exow 



Global 

weather 

(major world cities) 


suade mar tenners to- grow 
alternate crops to the coca 
plant, used in producing 


The communique caDs for 
tougher en fo r ceme nt of drug 
laws, better exchanges of in- 
formation and increased res- 
frictions on die movement of 
firearms. It also asserts' thht 
tbe dragproblenns one equal- 
ly troubling to drng-ftro^^ 

nation and . drug-consmnmg 
ones.-; \ y . 
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